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To  the  PROVOST,  MAGISTRATES,  and  COUNCILLORS  of  the  BURGH  OF 
GREENOCK  and  the  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  FOR  SCOTLAND 


LADIES  and  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the 
Burgh  for  the  year  1954. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  during  the 
year  shows  a marked  fall. 

On  1st  January,  1954,  the  Local  Authority  Scheme  for  examination 
and  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  came 
into  operation  and  in  its  first  year  more  contacts  received  B.C.G. 
vaccination  than  in  any  previous  year  despite  the  decreased  number  of 
new  cases  notified. 

A minor  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year,  when 
investigation  revealed  three  food  handlers  to  be  carriers  of  salmonella 
infection. 

In  June  the  department  became  responsible  for  the  distribution  of 
welfare  foods.  This  service  is  operated  from  the  various  Health  and 
Welfare  Department  premises  and  in  addition  the  Greenock  branch  of 
the  W.V.S.  have  continued  the  valuable  assistance  which  they  had 
rendered  previously  to  the  Food  Office. 

I wish  to  record  gratitude  to  the  members  of  the  Health  and  other 
Committees  of  the  Corporation  of  Greenock  for  their  sympathetic 
interest  in  the  work  for  public  health.  I would  also  thank  heads  of 
departments  for  their  co-operation  and  all  the  staff  for  their  loyal  service 
throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  S.  CARRICK, 

Medical  Officer  uj  Health. 


B 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY— 1954 

Population  as  estimated  at  middle  of  1954, 77,533 

Acreage  of  Burgh,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • 3,846 

Density  of  Population  per  acre,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20.16 

Birth  Rate,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  20.6 

Illegitimate  birth-rate  per  100  live  births,  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.3 

Marriage  Rate  (uncorrected),  8.3 

Death  Rate — all  causes,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.4 

Death  Rate — tuberculosis  (all  forms),  ...  ...  ...  ..  0.43 

Death  Rate — tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system,  ...  ...  . ..  0.37 

Death  Rate — tuberculosis  non-respiratory, 0.06 

Death  Rate — principal  epidemic  diseases,  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.05 

Infantile  mortality  rate,  43 

Neo-natal  death  rate,  ...  26 

Stillbirth  rate,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Maternal  death  rate, 1.82 

All  rates  given  are  corrected  for  transfers  except  where  otherwise 
indicated. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DISTRICTS 


A — EAST  DISTRICT — corresponds  to  municipal  wards  Nos.  I and  II — 
acreage  666. 

B — EAST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT — corresponds  to  muni  ipal  wards  Nos. 
Ill,  IV  and  V — acreage  846. 

C — WEST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT — corresponds  to  munic  ipal  wards  Nos. 
VI  and  VII — acreage  247. 

D — WEST  DISTRICT — corresponds  to  municipal  wards  Nos.  VIII  and 
IX — acreage  2,087. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


POPULATION. — The  estimate  of  the  population  by  the  Registrar- 
General  to  the  middle  of  1954  is  77,533.  This  figure  is  used  as  the  basis 
of  all  statistical  calculations  unless  otherwise  indicated. 

This  estimate  is  a decrease  of  51  from  that  for  1953. 

The  natural  increase  (excess  of  births  over  deaths)  is  637.  The 
figure  for  1953  was  629  and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  was  618. 

BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATE. — The  number  of  births  registered 
during  1954  was  1,816.  After  correction  for  transfers  this  figure  is  1,595 
(831  males  and  764  females)  and  the  equivalent  rate  is  20.6.  The  1953 
rate  was  20.0  and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  is  20.0. 

The  birth-rate  for  Scotland  as  a whole  is  18.0. 

Tables  I to  IV  give  further  information  on  this  subject. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  NEO-NATAL  DEATHS  AND  STILL- 
BIRTHS.— The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  was 
69,  an  increase  of  16  over  the  figure  for  1953  and  above  the  average  of 
65  for  the  last  five  years. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  43  and  the  quinquennial  average  is 
41.  The  rate  for  Scotland  is  31. 

The  neo-natal  death-rate  is  26,  the  same  as  in  1953,  while  the  quin- 
iquennial  rate  is  22.  The  rate  for  Scotland  in  1954  is  21. 

Stillbirths  numbered  52,  giving  a rate  of  32  as  against  31  the  quin- 
•quennial  average.  The  rate  for  Scotland  is  25. 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATE.— The  total  number  of  deaths 
•registered  in  the  Burgh  in  1954  was  1,084.  When  corrected  for  transfers 
fihis  figure  became  958  (503  males  and  455  females).  The  correspond- 
ing death-rate  is  12.4,  which  is  higher  than  the  rate  of  11.9  in  1953  and 
•above  the  quinquennial  average  of  12.1. 

The  death-rate  for  Scotland  as  a whole  is  12.0. 

The  average  age  at  death  was  66  years  as  against  the  average  of  63 
for  the  past  five  years. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. — The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death 
pduring  1954: — Heart  Disease,  310;  Cancer  169;  Cerebral  Haemorrhage, 
ffi28;  Violence,  54;  Tuberculosis,  all  forms,  33;  Bronchitis,  32;  Pneumonia, 

Tables  II  and  III  give  further  information  regarding  causes  of  death, 
which  may  be  conveniently  grouped  as  follows: — 
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Tuberculosis. — During  the  year  the  number  of  deaths  from 
respiratory  tuberculosis  was  29  and  the  corresponding  rate  is  0.37 
against  27  deaths  and  a rate  of  0.35  in  1953.  The  average  for  the  last 
five  years  is  0.63.  The  rate  for  Scotland  is  0.20. 

Tuberculosis  of  other  forms  gave  four  deaths.  The  non-respiratory 
rate  is  0.06,  which  is  lower  than  last  year’s  figure  of  0.09  and  lower  than 
the  quinquennial  average  of  0.09.  The  rate  for  Scotland  for  the  year 
1954  is  0.06. 


Principal  Epidemic  Diseases. — (Typhoid  fever,  Scarlet  fever,  Diph- 
theria, Whooping  Cough,  Meningococcal  infections,  Measles  and 
Influenza). 

The  only  four  deaths  in  this  group  were  due  to  Influenza.  The 
death-rate  is  0.05,  which  is  lower  than  in  1953  and  lower  than  the  quin- 
quennial average  of  0.10.  The  rate  for  Scotland  is  0.05. 


Malignant  Disease. — Cancer  in  its  various  forms  was  responsible 
for  169  deaths  (96  males,  73  females)  and  the  death-rate  is  2.18.  Deaths 
in  1953  amounted  to  147  with  a rate  of  1.89,  while  the  average  for  the 
last  five  years  was  139  deaths  and  a death-rate  of  1.77. 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  System. — The  number  of  deaths  from  this 
cause  was  341  of  which  310  were  from  diseases  of  the  heart.  The  death- 
rate  from  heart  diseases  was  4.0,  which  is  less  than  the  corresponding 
figure  of  4.12  in  1953  and  higher  than  the  last  quinquennial  average  of 
3.69. 


Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. — These  diseases  produced  68  deaths 
which  figure  gives  a death-rate  of  0.88  as  compared  with  last  year’s 
figures  of  45  and  0.58  respectively.  The  average  number  of  deaths  in  this 
category  for  the  last  five  years  is  74  and  the  rate  0.95. 

Pneumonia  was  responsible  for  28  of  the  total  respiratory  deaths 
with  a death-rate  of  0.36.  Last  year  the  number  was  18  and  the  rate 
0.23,  while  the  last  quinquennial  average  was  0.38.  Of  the  deaths  due  to 
pneumonia  nine  occurred  in  infants  under  one  year,  one  in  a child  1 to 
5 years  and  thirteen  in  persons  over  65  years. 

Bronchitis  accounted  for  32  deaths  and  of  these  18  were  in  persons 
over  65  years  of  age.  The  death-rate  is  0.41  as  against  0.27  in  1953  and 
the  last  quinquennial  average  of  0.46. 


Diseases  of  Nervous  System. — The  deaths  classified  in  this  group 
numbered  140  of  which  128  were  due  to  cerebral  haemorrhage,  embolism 
or  thrombosis,  the  death-rate  from  these  latter  causes  is  1.65  as  against 
1.71  in  1953  and  the  last  five  yearly  average  of  1.57. 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System. — Deaths  referable  to  this  system 
number  25  of  which  3 were  due  to  diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  10  were 
caused  by  gastric  and  duodenal  ulcer,  3 by  diseases  of  the  liver,  2 by 
appendicitis,  4 by  intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia  and  3 by  other 
digestive  conditions. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  in  children  under  1 year  was 
two,  as  against  none  in  1953  and  the  last  quinquennial  average  of  four. 
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Diseases  of  Genito-Urinary  System.— Deaths  from  diseases  of  this 
t o Sq t he r ^ond it i ons°^  Whlch  5 were  due  to  nephritis  and  nephrosis  and  7 


Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth.— The  Registrar  General 
shows  three  deaths  from  this  cause,  all  attributed  to  sepsis  The 
following  table  gives  the  death-rates  per  thousand  total  births  for  the 


Period 

Death-rate 

from 

Puerperal 

Sepsis 

Death-rate 
from  other 
Puerperal 
Causes 

Maternal 

Death-rate 

1940 — 1944 

0.94 

3.31 

4.25 

1945 

1.29 

0.64 

1.93 

1946 

0.00 

2.92 

2.92 

1947 

0.51 

0.00 

0.51 

1948 

0.00 

0.57 

0.57 

1949 

0.00 

0.58 

0.58 

1950 

0.59 

0.59 

1.19 

1951 

0.00 

1.87 

1.87 

1952 

0.00 

0.67 

0.67 

1953 

0.00 

1.24 

1.24 

1954 

1-82 

0 00 

1-82 

The  maternal  death-rate  for  Scotland  is  0.7. 


Congenital  Malformations.— There  were  15  deaths  from  this  cause 
:of  which  10  occurred  in  children  under  one  month  and  4 in  children 
x>ver  one  month  but  under  one  year. 


Diseases  of  Newborn  and  Early  Infancy. — These  deaths  numbered 
R and  are  classified  a.s  follows: — 

Birth  injuries,  post-natal  asphyxia  and  atelectasis,  14;  pneumonia 
p>f  newborn,  1;  other  diseases  peculiar  to  early  infancy,  16. 

The  number  of  such  deaths  last  year  was  31. 

Further  information  regarding  children  under  one  year  of  age  will 
ue  found  in  the  section  “Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children.” 


. Violent  Deaths. — These  numbered  54  of  which  5 were  apparently 
iuicidal  (2  males  and  3 females)  and  49  accidental  (33  males,  16 
•ernales).  The  latter  figure  includes  12  road  transport  accidents  (9 
■nales  and  3 females). 

The  corresponding  figures  for  last  year  were  4 suicides  and  33  other 
•/oient  deaths  including  9 road  transport  accidents,  and  the  average  for 
,Qe  last  five  years  is  3 deaths  from  suicide  and  35  from  other  violence. 


C 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

During  ths  year  1954  there  were  2,283  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
ascertained  by  this  department.  This  figure  does  not  include  tubercu- 
losis, venereal  disease  or  scabies.  This,  total  shows  a decrease  in  com- 
parison with  the  1953  figure  of  3,346  and  is  less  than  the  quinquennial 
average  of  2,541. 

Further  information  regarding  infectious  disease  will  be  found  in 
Tables  V to  IX. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

SCARLET  FEVER— Ninety-two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified 
with  highest  incidence  in  the  months  of  March,  May,  September.  October 
and  December.  The  incidence  rate  for  the  year  is  1.19.  In  1953  there 
were  99  cases  and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  is  177.  There  were 
no  deaths. 

There  was  no  epidemic  prevalence  at  any  time. 

DIPHTHERIA. — One  case  of  diphtheria  was  confirmed  during  the 
year.  This  was  the  first  case  occurring  in  the  Burgh  since  May,  1952. 

Immunisation. — This  is  discussed  under  the  heading  "Vaccination 
and  Immunisation.” 

ENTERIC  FEVER.— No  case  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  one  case  in  1953.  One  para-typhoid  B.  fever  was 
notified. 

PNEUMONIA— A total  of  32  cases  of  notifiable  pneumonia  were 
ascertained,  2 of  acute  influenzal  type  and  30  of  acute  primary  type.  The 
highest  incidence  occurred  in  the  months  of  April,  May,  June  and 
December.  The  figure  in  1953  was  31  and  the  average  for  the  last  five 
years  was  44. 

POLIOMYELITIS.— Six  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  confirmed  as 
compared  with  three  in  1953  and  a quinquennial  average  of  eight. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA.— No  cases  of 
puerperal  fever  and  only  two  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified. 

SMALLPOX. — No  cases  were  notified.  Information  regarding  vac- 
cination is  given  under  the  heading  “Vaccination  and  Immunisation.” 

MALARIA. — Three  cases  of  malaria  were  notified,  all  with  histories 
of  foreign  travel. 

CEREBRO-SP1NAL  MENINGITIS— No  cases  of  this  disease  wen 
notified  during  the  year. 

DYSENTRY. — 127  cases  were  recorded  as  against  33  in  1953.  Th' 
increase  may  be  largely  accounted  for  by  the  scheme  inaugurated  durin. 
the  year  whereby  this  office  assisted  the  private  practitioners  in  takin 
specimens  from  contacts  and  from  suspicious  cases.  These  specimen 
brought  to  light  many  sufferers  who  may  not  ordinarily  have  bee 
discovered. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH. — 339  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified 
during  the  year.  The  figure  in  1953  was  422  and  the  last  quinquennial 
mean  was  380. 

Prevention — Whooping  cough  immunisation  is  discussed  under  the 
heading  Vaccination  and  Immunisatiohn.” 

INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS. — Two  cases  were  intimated  during  the 
year. 

, *u°9.D  P0IS0NING— This  illness  was  made  notifiable  in  Greenock 

by  the  Greenock  Corporation  Order  Confirmation  Act,  1952.  76  cases 

occurred  during  the  year.  These  were  in  the  main  isolated  infections, 
but  this  number  includes  an  outbreak  involving  thirty  people,  this  being 
traced  to  a specific  food  and  several  shops  were  investigated.  Following 
this,  three  shop  assistants  who  came  in  contact  with  each  other  at  their 
work  were  found  to  be  symptomless  carriers  of  Salmonella  typhimurium. 
1 hese  shop  assistants  were  immediately  stopped  from  working  in  the 
premises  concerned  and  their  family  doctors  asked  to  treat  them  and 
when  they  were  proved  to  be  clear  of  the  infection  they  were  allowed  to 
return  to  work. 

There  was  evidence  of  rats  and  mice  in  two  of  the  premises  con- 
cerned  and  these  premises  were  actually  being  dealt  with  at  the  time  of 
the  outbreak  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949  Rat 
trapping  was  carried  out  and  a dead  rat  obtained  in  a break-back  trap 
this  rat  and  specimens  of  rats  and  mice  droppings  were  sent  to  the 
bacteriological  laboratory,  and  subsequently  the  dead  rat  and  the  rat 
droppings  were  reported  as  positive  for  a Salmonella  infection  but  the 
Salmonella  was  a late  lactose  fermenter  and  could  not  be  agglutinated 
with  any  known  antiserum. 

Hat  proofing  measures  were  carried  out  in  both  premises  after  the 
completion  of  rat  repression  measures. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases.— General  medical  mactitioners, 
parents  and  others,  intimated  the  occurrence  of  certain  other  infectious 
diseases  not  compulsorily  notifiable  and  these  are  discussed  below. 

The  figures  cannot  be  regarded  as  complete  but  they  afford  a reason- 
ably good  index  of  incidence  in  the  Burgh. 

MEASLES  (INCLUDING  GERMAN  MEASLES).— The  number  of 
'mSiec  113tinla1;ed  during  the  year  was  788,  giving  an  incidence  rate  of 
h-u  l .Las.t  year  s figures  were  1,050  cases  and  a rate  of  13.53,  whilst 
■'•fie  last  quinquennial  average  was  805  cases. 

The  disease  was  highest  in  the  month  of  March. 

, CHICKENPOX.— Four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  cases  were  intimated, 
be,lni  behest  from  January  to  April.  The  number  last 
•ear  was  863  and  the  last  five-yearly  average  622. 

were  ^Lcases  intimated  during  the  year  as  com_ 

•jarect  with  743  in  the  year  1953. 

PNEUMONIA  (Not  otherwise  notifiable).— One  hundred  and  seven 

' were  notified  under  this  heading.  The  highest  incidence  was  in 

SaTt  « ry  and  Apnl-  Last  year’s  figure  was  86  and  the  average  for  the 
l,dSl  nve  years  was  89. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. — The  number  of  new  eases  of  suspected 
yenereal  disease  resident  in  the  Burgh  who  attended  local  clinics  during 
the  year  was  as  follows: — 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Chancroid 

Other 

Venereal 

Conditions 

Non- 

Venereal 

Conditions 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

4 

5 

21 

3 

21 

22  13 

VERMIN  INFESTATION 

During  the  year  1954,  fourteen  persons  (4  men,  6 women  and  4 
children)  having  infestation  with  body  and  head  lice  made  22  attendances 
at  the  Cleansing  Station. 

Five  persons  (2  men  and  3 children)  with  minor  infestation  were 
treated  at  home  with  anti-louse  powder. 

Sixteen  persons  received  62  treatments  at  the  special  clinic  for  head- 
louse  infestation. 


SCABIES 

Thirty-three  persons  (6  women,  27  children)  were  dealt  with  for 
this  infestation  during  the  year,  181  attendances  being  made  at  the 
treatment  centre. 

These  are  not  all  the  cases  occurring  in  the  area  as  other  cases  are 
treated  by  their  own  doctors,  or  at  the  skin  clinic  of  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

Fifteen  cases  were  reported  by  the  School  Medical  Service. 


RECEPTION  HOUSE 

The  Reception  House  is  still  retained  as  a useful  part  of  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Department  premises  and  during  the  year  1954  it  continued 
to  be  looked  after  by  a non-resident  caretaker. 

One  room  is  let  to  a General  Medical  Practitioner,  who  uses  it  as  a 
consulting  room. 

Part  of  the  building  is  utilised  for  clinics,  (i)  Ante-natal  Clinics, 
(ii)  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  (iii)  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  of  the  School 
Health  Service. 

Verminous  families  are  cleansed  as  a unit  in  the  Reception  House 
and  at  the  same  time  their  homes,  property  and  clothing  are  disinfested 

In  the  same  curtilage  is  Craigieknowes  Toddlers’  Playground. 

The  Ministry  of  Pensions  and  National  Insurance  also  have  accom 
modation  in  the  Reception  House  and  one  other  Clinic  for  their  Medica 
Boards,  this  is  naturally  a valuable  facility  for  disabled  persons  as  the: 
would  otherwise  have  to  travel  to  Paisley. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


The  following  specimens  examined  at  Hawkhead  Emergency 
Laboratory,  Paisley  or  at  the  Western  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  have  been 
intimated  to  this  department:— 


Tuberculosis  Clinic, 

2,172 

Ravenscraig  Hospital,  ... 

1,219 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

627 

Larkfield  Hospital, 

436 

Private  Practitioners,  ... 

336 

Gateside  Hospital, 

207 

Roya„  Infirmary, 

34 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital, 

31 

Eye  Infirmary, 

23 

Rankin  Hospital, 

5 

5,090 

DISINFECTION 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  Disinfecting  Station  is  to  render  safe 
by  disinfection,  and  in  some  cases  washing,  clothes  which  have  been  in 
contact  with  persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease. 

Of  late  years,  however,  this  function  has  been  very  greatly  extended 
and  the  plant  is  now  largely  used  to  disinfect  and  wash  articles  of 
equipment  used  by  the  Health  Department  in  its  various  activities,  for 
example  office  towels,  home  help  overalls,  coats  and  sheets,  etc.  from 
clinics,  bedding  from  premature  baby  cots  and  a large  proportion  of  the 
clothing  used  in  the  Day  Nursery. 

This  work  is  considered  essential  to  the  conduct  of  the  department 
and  some  of  the  problems  which  arise  would  be  almost  impossible  of 
solution  by  any  other  means. 


The  total  number  of  articles  dealt  with  was  as  follows:— 


General  infectious  diseases,  ... 

2,149 

Tuberculosis, 

2,441 

Vermin  infestation, 

196 

Scabies 

241 

Special  cases  (precautionary), 

156 

Health  and  Welfare  Office  and 

Reception  House, 

634 

Child  Welfare,  ... 

2,027 

Day  Nursery,  

3,900 

Midwives, 

1,246 

Premature  baby  cots, 

1,014 

Home  Helps,  

109 

Police  Department, 

42 

14,155 

« Of  the  above  numbers  10,681  articles  were  disinfected  by  steam, 
•j,459  by  disinfectant  solution  and  15  articles  were  destroyed  on  request. 

D 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria 
and  whooping  cough  was  advocated  to  parents  by  the  nursing  and 
medical  staff  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  throughout  the 
year  1954. 

During  the  year  852  persons  were  vaccinated  against  smallpox  and 
of  this  number  236  were  vaccinated  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Department. 

During  the  year  1954  there  was  a total  number  of  1,693  completed 
courses  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  1,917  maintenance 
inoculations.  These  were  carried  out  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Department  and  by  General  Medical  Practitioners. 

The  number  of  pre-school  children  immunised  during  1954  shows 
a slight  increase  but  it  is  still  far  from  satisfactory.  It  continues  to  be 
very  difficult  to  make  the  new  generation  of  parents  appreciate  the 
seriousness  of  diphtheria. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  immunised  against 
diphtheria  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department 
and  the  number  by  General  Medical  Practitioners: — 


Year  of 
Birth 

Health  Department 

General  Practitioners 

Complete 

Inoculations 

Boosting 

Doses 

Complete 

Inoculations 

Boosting 

Doses 

1954 

47 

36 

_ 

1953 

209 

— 

251 

— 

1952 

19 

1 

46 

— 

1951 

9 

1 

14 

— 

1950 

10 

2 

17 

3 

1949 

343 

251 

18 

65 

1948 

285 

333 

6 

31 

1947 

112 

116 

2 

7 

1946 

41 

94 

— 

2 

1945 

33 

98 

i 

14 

1944 

40 

146 

— 

16 

1943 

32 

172 

— 

6 

1942 

22 

163 

i 

5 

1941 

26 

167 

— 

1 

1940 

40 

107 

— 

7 

1939  or 
earlier 

30 

105 

3 

4 

1,298 

1,756 

395 

161 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. 

Th,5  Local  Authority  Ante-natal  Clinics  continued  to  function 
nnt°2tSth00Ut  tl?.e  .yeac  195f-  Post-natal  examinations  were  also  carried 
out  at  these  clinics  but  relatively  few  mothers  availed  themselves  of  this 
service.  Hospital  confinement  cases  return  to  the  hospital  for  post-natal 

? °od  test,s  w?r<r  performed  as  a routine  on  every  patient 
attending  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  for  the  first  time.  A maternity  outfit 
and  a supply  of  disinfectant  was  issued  free  off  charge  to  each  expectant 
-°:h-one  month  before  domiciliary  confinement®  OnfSenS  clink 
week  foi  the  examination  and  conservative  treatment  of 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  whose  youngest  child  was  under  the  age 
of  one  year.  The  number  of  mothers  found  to  require  and  who  acclptfd 
this  conservative  treatment  numbered  thirty-two. 

, The  Local  Authority  also  have  a scheme  for  the  provision  of 
dentures  to  mothers  and  children  of  pre-school  age.  Persons  dealt  with 
An<f^r  scheme  attend  the  weekly  dental  clinic,  where  the  Local 
Authority  Dentist  prescribes  the  necessary  treatment  which  is  then 

9nrhmttU  tby  the  5?entist  of  the  patient’s  own  choice.  The  number  of 
such  patients  accepting  such  dental  treatment  and  whose  treatment  was 
completed  during  1954  numbered  74.  Treatment  was 


Ante-natal  Clinics. 

( 1 ) Number  of  clinics  at  the  end  of  the  year  supplied  by  the 

Local  Authority, 4 

(2)  Total  number  of  women  who  attended, 555 

(■))  Total  number  of  attendances  made  by  women  during 

the  year- 1,778 


The  following  conditions  were  found  at  the  Ante-natal  Clinics: — 
I.  Existing  before  pregnancy. 

(ci)  Anaemia  and  debility, < 

( b ) Gynaecological  conditions 

(c)  Hypertension, 

(d.)  Respiratory  disease,  

(e)  Cardiac  disease,  ... 

(f)  Venereal  disease, 

(g)  Tuberculosis, 

(h)  Diabetes,  


;i:,  °.n.1,y.  °"e  of  the  above  mentioned  mothers  failed  to  give  birth  to  a 

; ive  Child,  the  mother  in  group  (h)  gave  birth  to  a stillborn  infant  All 

feSS  Maternity  g&&1.<»)  W C°"flnCd 
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II.  Associated  with  pregnancy. 


(a) 

Malpresentation,  ... 

4 

(b) 

Toxaemia,  ... 

10 

(c) 

Multiple  pregnancy,  

3 

Versions  were  performed  in  three  of  the  cases  in  group  (a)  the 
remaining  case  was  a primipara  who  was  booked  for  confinement  in  the 
Rankin  Memorial  Hospital.  One  of  the  cases  in  this  group  gave  birth 
to  a stillborn  macerated  foetus. 

None  of  the  toxaemic  group  were  severe  and  three  of  them  were 
confined  in  the  Rankin  Memorial  Maternity  Hospital.  One  of  the  cases 
in  this  group  gave  birth  to  a stillborn  macerated  foetus. 

All  the  cases  in  group  (c)  were  confined  at  home  and  gave  birth  to 
live  infants. 


Rhesus  Factor  Examinations. 

The  number  of  Rhesus  factor  examinations  performed  during  the 
year  at  Local  Authority  Ante-natal  Clinics  was  426  of  which  75  were 
found  to  be  negative.  In  only  five  of  these  Rhesus  negative  cases  were 
there  antibodies  present.  These  five  Rhesus  negative  women  were  con- 
fined in  the  Rankin  Memorial  Maternity  Hospital,  one  of  them  giving 
birth  to  a pi'emature  stillborn  infant,  the  other  four  gave  birth  to  live 
infants.  The  remaining  70  Rhesus  negative  women,  with  the  exception 
of  one  case,  gave  birth  to  live  infants.  The  exception  was  one  mother 
whose  child  was  stillborn  because  of  malpresentation. 

The  parity  of  the  75  Rhesus  negative  women  is  shown  in  the  table 
below: — 

Primipara 

Multipara  2 
„ 3 

„ 4 

» 5 

„ 6 

„ 7 

11 


Maternal  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  resulting  from  pregnancy  or  confinement,  3 
Number  of  deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis,  ...  ...  . ..  3 

Maternal  death  rate,  ...  ...  ...  1.82  per  1,000  total  births. 

The  three  Maternal  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  year  were 
receiving  hospital  treatment  but  without  success.  The  certified  causes 
of  death  were  (i)  Thrombophlebitis,  Pulmonary  Embolism,  (iil 
Puerperal  Thrombophlebitis,  Pulmonary  Embolism,  Diabetes  Mellitus 
(iii)  Thrombosis  of  Portal  Vein,  Infection  of  the  Intestine,  Partia 
Necrosis  of  Liver. 


41 

15 

8 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 


17 


CHILD  WELFARE 

Local  Authority  Child  Welfare  Clinics  continued 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 


to  operate 


lh_  fe§arding  feeding  and  management  of  infants  was  given  to 

the  childrens  mothers  and  where  necessary  supplements  to  the  child’s 
were  provided.  Minor  ailments  were  also  treated  at  the  clinics 
Immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough,  also  vaccination 
aafat^LSm,allPOX  was  available  for  all  children  under  the  age  of  5 years 
at  these  clinics.  Children  with  various  defects  were  referred  to  the 
appropriate  specialist  in  Greenock,  orthopaedic  and  skin  cases  being 
referred  to  the  consultants  appointed  by  the  Renfrewshire  Education 
Authority.  One  Dental  Clinic  was  held  weekly  for  the  examination  and 
conservative  treatment  of  children  under  5 years  Th^number  of 
chi  dren  inspected  by  the  Dental  Officer  during  the  year  was  12  all  of 

treatment1  was^lorea*ment  Th<i  number  who  acceptedand"  untoweS 


Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Number  of  clinics  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  ... 


Number  of  children  who  first  attended  clinics  during  the 
and  were  at  date  of  first  attendance:— 

(a)  under  one  year  of  age, 

(b)  over  one  year  of  age, 


year 


1,167 

556 


Total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  by  children 
who  at  time  of  attendance  were: — 

(a)  under  one  year,  6^50 

(b)  over  one  year,  ...  ...  ..  1,673 


, Lhe  following  cases  were  referred  for  hospital  and  specialist 

-X  cd  II 1 lt.Il  l . 


Greenock  Royal  Infirmary,  35;  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital,  10; 
Eye  Infirmary,  7;  Skin  Specialist,  6;  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  3;  Royal 
Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Glasgow,  8. 


The  following  conditions  were  encountered: — 

Malnutrition,  30;  Rickets,  0;  Congenital  abnormalities,  9;  Mental 
defect,  4. 


The  following  vaccinations  and  immunisations  were  performed: — 


Number  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria  (APT),  ...  27 

Number  of  maintenance  injections  (APT),  31 

Number  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria  and  whoop- 
ing cough  (combined  antigen), 271 

Number  of  children  successfully  vaccinated 229 


E 


18 


Day  Nursery  and  Toddlers’  Playgrounds. 

The  Day  Nursery  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  continued  to 
function  throughout  1954.  The  average  daily  attendance  of  children  at 
the  Day  Nursery  during  the  year  was  5.5  for  children  under  two  years 
of  age  and  12.05  for  children  between  the  ages  of  2 and  5 years. 

The  three  toddlers’  playgrounds  continued  to  provide  two  three- 
hour  sessions  per  day  from  Monday  to  Friday  of  each  week,  the  only 
qualification  for  admission  being  age,  but  when  the  demand  is  heavy, 
preference  is  given  to  specially  deserving  cases.  These  playgrounds 
have  proved  to  be  very  popular  with  Greenock  mothers.  Free  milk,  as 
provided  in  the  schools,  is  supplied  morning  and  afternoon,  but  no  other 
food  is  giyen.  The  average  attendance  per  session  at  these  playgrounds 
during  the  year  1954  was  as  follows: — 

(a)  Sinclair  Street  Playground,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

(b)  Hillend  Playground,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

(c)  Lynedoch  Street  Playground,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Mother  and  Baby  Homes. 

There  is  no  provision  of  this  nature  by  the  Local  Authority,  but  use 
continued  to  be  made  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Seaside 
Homes  at  Dunoon.  During  the  year  1954  nine  mothers  and  eight 
children  were  admitted  for  a period  of  approximately  two  weeks. 


HEALTH  VISITING 

During  the  year  1954  health  visiting  continued  satisfactorily  with  a 
staff  of  14  health  visitors  at  the  end  of  the  year.  One  health  visitor  was 
sent  to  a refresher  course  held  at  the  Summer  School  at  St.  Andrews 
organised  by  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education  and  one  to  the 
Refresher  Course  in  Edinburgh  held  by  the  Royal  College  of  Nursing. 

A table  of  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  health  visitors  during  1954 
follows  but  it  must  always  be  remembered  that  the  statistics  give  no 
real  indication  of  the  time  and  care  taken,  in  advising  these  families  on 
health  matters. 


Group  Visited 

Number  of 
1st  Visits 

Number 

Visited 

Total 

Visits 

(a) 

Expectant  mothers  ... 

54 

54 

65 

(b) 

Children  under  1 year 

of  age  ...  1,629 

1,629 

24.403 

(c) 

Children  between  one 
five  years  of  age  ... 

year  and 
1,337 

6,709 

21.104 

(d) 

Tuberculosis  cases  ... 

168 

1,516 

3.436 

(e) 

Other  cases  ... 

205 

298 

1,144 

(f) 

Total  visits  paid  . . . 

3,393 

4,834 

50,152 

Number  of  infants  at  age  of  six  months  found  to  be: — 

( 1)  Breast  fed 143 

(2)  Partially  breast  fed  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

(3)  Artificially  fed, 2,366 
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HOME  NURSING 


The  arrangements  for  Home  Nursing  during  the  year  1954  were 
continued  by  the  Greenock  District  Nursing  Association  and  the  Cor- 
poration  of  Greenock,  the  Corporation  paying  the  nurses’  salaries  and 
rvCi  • f housekeeper  s salary.  Four  cars  are  provided  by  the  Greenock 
District  pursing  Association  for  use  by  the  nurses  at  their  work,  much 
of  which  could  not- be  undertaken  by  the  present  number  of  nurses 
without  this  mode  of  transport.  There  were  eight  nurses  employed  on 
Home  Nursing  during  the  year,  one  of  the  nurses  being  a Queen’s  Male 
Nurse.  Co-operation  with  the  General  Medical  Practitioners  continued 
to  be  excellent. 


During  the  year  1954  one  of  the  nurses  attended  a Midwifery 
Refresher  Course  at  Dumfries. 


number  of  cases  attended  by  the  nurses  during  the  year 
1954  was  1,473,  including  613  persons  over  the  age  of  65  years  The 
number  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  was  32,778,  of  which  20,654  were  to 
persons  aged  over  65  years. 


The  number  of  new  cases  attended  during  1954  was  1,270,  of  whom 
486  were  persons  aged  over  65  years,  the  classification  of  the  main  type 
of  new  cases  during  the  year  1954  was:  Medical,  1,063;  Surgical  182- 
Gynaecological,  25;  Tuberculosis,  26. 


DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 

Under  the  Corporation’s  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Scheme  9 midwives 
were  employed  by  Greenock  Corporation  and  2 by  the  Greenock  District 
Nursing  Association.  The  co-operation  between  the  general  medical 
practitioners  and  midwives  continued  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

.Two  midwives  attended  refresher  courses  held  by  the  Royal  College 
of  Midwives. 

The  total  number  of  births  in  Greenock  during  the  year  1954  was 
1,876,  including  63  stillbirths.  After  correction  for  the  mother’s  normal 
place  of  residence  the  number  was  1,647,  including  52  stillbirths.  The 
number  of  domiciliary  births  was  683,  including  13  stillbirths.  All  the 
midwives  on  the  staff  are  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air  analgesia 
and  this  service  was  available  for  all  confinements  during  the  year 
There  were  18  sets  of  the  Minnitt  type  of  apparatus  in  use. 


The  following  are  some  relevant  figures  of  the  work  carried  out 
under  the  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Scheme: — 


Number  of  Ante-natal  visits,  5,815 

Number  of  Post-natal  visits  (routine),  ...  ...  .„.  10,842 

Number  of  Post-natal  visits  (special),  ...  .,  ...  ...  269 

Total  visits, ‘16,926 

Number  of  maternity  bundles  issued,  ...  ...  ...  ...  773 

Deaths  of  Babies  within  14  days  of  birth,  ...  ...  ...  36 

Stillbirths,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  — 

Cases  of  puerperial  sepsis,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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The  following  is  a table  of  births  classified  to  show  nature  of 
attendance  at  birth: — 


Cases  dealt  with  under 
Section  23  (2)  of  the 
National  Health  Service 
(Scotland)  Act,  1947 

Other  domiciliary 
cases 

Doctor 
engaged 
and 
present 
at  con- 
fine- 
ment 

Doctor 
engaged 
and  not 
present 
at  con- 
fine- 
ment 

Midwi  fe 
alone 
(no 

doctor 

engaged) 

Doctor  and 
Midwife  eng’d. 

Midwife 

alone 

(no 

doctor 

engaged) 

With- 

out 

doctor 

or 

mid- 

wife 

(a)  Midwives  em- 
ployed by  the 
Local  Author- 
ity .... 

25 

531 

556 

(5)Midwives  em- 
ployed by  Vol- 
untary Organi- 
sations under 
arrangements 
made  by  the 
Authority 

18 

100 

■W*  ' 1 

118 

(c)  Private  prac- 
tising mid- 

wives 

. 



9 

9 

( d ) Totals 

43 

631 

— 

9 

— 

— 

683 

CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS 

During  the  year  1954  special  equipment  was  sent  out  to  13  cases 
which  included  5 cases  of  twins  making  a total  of  18  premature  infants 
attended  on  the  district. 

Two  of  these  premature  infants  were  removed  to  the  Royal  Hospital 
for  Sick  Children,  Glasgow,  where  they  died  shortly  after  admission. 
One  was  removed  to  the  Greenock  Royal  Infirmary  and  two  to  Stobhill 
Hospital,  Glasgow. 

The  following  table  gives  information  regarding  the  13  premature 
infants  who  were  attended  at  home. 


.Birth 

Weight 

No. 

Condition 
at  Birth 

No.  of 
Neo-Natal 
Deaths 

Time  o 

Death 

Within 
24  hrs. 

Under 
1 wk. 

Under 
2 wks. 

Under 
1 mth. 

Under  2$  lbs. 

2 

Poor 

2 

2 





j 

2J-3J  lbs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3i-4J  lbs 

4 

Satisfactory 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.1-51  lbs. 

7 

Good 
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ILLEGITIMATE  BABIES 


TJ^*U-m£er  a*  ^legitimate  births  registered  during  the  vear  1054 
hv  arnn^  f Assistance  was  given  to  unmarried  exDectant  mothers 
unsatisfactory.  f°r  h°SPltal  COnfinement  * the  home  condUio^°were 


STILLBIRTHS 

Number  of  stillbirths  registered  in  Greenock, 

Number  of  stillbirths  in  Rankin  Memorial  Hospital  from  the 
County  of  Renfrew, 


63 


12 

Corrected  number  of  stillbirths  for  Greenock, 51 

Stillbirth  rate, 32  per  1,000  total  births 

. . Tbe  num*-,er  °f  stillbirths  due  to  “hazards  of  birth”  is  low  being  six 
t rePresents  12 ! per  cent  of  the  total.  The  remaining  stillbirths  due 
Snt?  ba  pre-e?Istinf>  at  birth”  account  for  45  stillbirths  which  repre- 
‘•w.?8  £6r  CenK°l  tbe  toutal-  Included  in  this  under  the  heading  of 
t Hnf°Ta  1 together  with  the  stillbirths  due  to  prematurity, 
macerated  foetus  and  unknown,  there  were  a total  of  31  stillbirths  which 
represent  62  per  cent  of  the  total  stillbirths,  the  causes  of  which  are 
unknown  and  as  yet  there  is  no  method  of  preventing. 

nenhf?tfcStil!biith®  due  \°  cau?es  Pre-existing  at  birth,  namely,  diabetes, 
nephriUs,  toxaemia,  ante-partum  heamorrhage,  placento  praevia  and 

a had  no,rmal  ante-natal  supervision  and  despite  treat- 
TIqs  hirth= 1 Crfn  fiVe f u i i u ° rn ' 11  1S  satisfactory  to  record  that  out  of 
factors  th  ’ y 6 stlllblrths  could  be  directly  attributed  to  obsterical 


Causes  of  Stillbirths. 


Causes  pre-existing  at  birth 

Hazards  of  Birth 

Foetal  Abnormality 

Maternal,  Placental  & 
Foetal  Conditions 

Prolonged  Labour  4 
Prolapse  of  Cord  1 

Breech 

Presentation  ...  1 

Anencephalus  ...  7 

Hydrocephalus  ...  2 
Exomphalos  ...  1 

Diabetes  l 

Toxaemia  8 

Ante-partum 
Haemorrhage  ...  2 

Rhesus  Antigens  2 

Prematurity  ...  5 

Macerated  8 

Placenta  Praevia  1 

Hydramnios  ...  2 

Asphyxia  2 

Unknown  2 

Torsion  of  Cord  2 

Total  6 

Total  10 , 

Total  35 

F 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age, 69 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one 

month  old,  ...  41  (Neo-natal  deaths) 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  between  one  month 

and  twelve  months, 28  (Post-natal  deaths) 


Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Neo-natal  Rate 

Post-natal  rate 

Greenock 

42 

26 

17 

Scotland 

31 

21 

10 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  year  1954  is  higher  than  recent 
years,  and  in  investigating  why  there  has  been  this  increase  it  is  notable 
that  the  neo-natal  death  rate  is  exactly  the  same  as  that  for  the  year 
1953.  The  post-natal  mortality  rate  is  double  that  for  the  year  1953  but 
in  the  year  1953  only  three  of  the  post-natal  deaths  were  accounted  for 
by  infection,  namely  one  case  of  broncho-pneumonia  and  two  cases  of 
whooping  cough.  During  the  year  1954,  however,  in  no  fewer  than  13 
cases,  infection  was  the  cause  of  death.  The  different  infections  in- 
volved are  shown  in  the  last  table  of  this  section. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Infant  Mortality  Rates  for  Greenock 
and  Scotland  from  1941  to  1954  and  as  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  com- 
posed of  two  groups  (a)  the  neo-natal  deaths  and  (b)  the  post-natal 
deaths,  the  table  has  been  extended  to  show  the  comparative  figures  of 
these  groups  for  Greenock  and  Scotland. 


Year 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

Neo-natal 
Mortality  Rate 

Post-natal 
Mortality  Rate 

Greenock 

Scotland 

Greenock 

Scotland 

Greenock 

Scotland 

1941 

90 

83 

34 

40 

56 

43 

1942 

104 

69 

52 

35 

52 

34 

1 943 

80 

Go 

36 

33 

44 

32 

1 944 

81 

Go 

33 

33 

48 

32 

1945 

74 

56 

34 

28 

40 

28 

1946 

62 

54 

35 

30 

27 

24 

1947 

64 

56 

32 

28.5 

32 

07  t 
- /.o 

1948 

61 

45 

27 

25 

34 

20 

1949 

52 

41 

26 

23 

26 

18 

1 950 

48 

39 

23 

23 

25 

16 

1 95 1 

36 

37 

*>2 

oo 

14 

15 

1 952 

36 

35 

13 

22 

23 

13 

1 953 

34 

31 

26 

19 

8 

12 

1 954 

43 

31 

21 

17 

10 
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Causes  of  Death  and  Age  at  Death  of  Infants  under  one  month  old. 


Certified  Cause 
of  Death 



Time  of  Death 

Total 

Within 
24  hrs. 

I W2 
.days 

2-3 

days 

3-4  4-5 
days  days 

5-6 

days 

6-7 

days 

1-2 

wks. 

i 2-3  j 3-4 
wks.  wlcs. 

Prematurity 
Congenital  Mal- 
formation 
Asphyxia 
Birth  injury 
Haemoptic  D i s - 
ease 

Convulsions 
Acute  Osteomye- 
litis 

Pneumonia  of  1 
Newborn 

13 

3 

2 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 ' 

23 

9 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Total  Deaths 

20 

9 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

41 

Causes  of  Death  and  Age  at  Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  old. 


Certified  Cause 

1 

Post-natal 

Neo-natal 

of  Death 

Over  1 

and 

3 - 6 

6 - 12 

under  3 
months 

months 

months 

Total 

Prematurity 

Congenital  Malformation 

23 

9 

2 

l 

1 

1 

23 

13 

Asphyxia 

2 

2 

Birth  Injury 

2 

2 

9 

Haemoptic  Disease 

2 

Convulsions 

i 

Acute  Osteomyelitis 

i 

I 

1 

Pneumonia  of  Newborn 

i 

i 

7 

Broncho-pneumonia 

2 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Infections 

___ 

2 

•> 

Gastro-entcritis 

1 

i 

4 

Meningitis 

Unknown 

— 

4 

1 

T 

8 

Total 

41 

11 

11 

6 

69 
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WELFARE  FOODS 


During  the  year  1954  responsibility  for  the  distribution  of  Welfare 
Foods  was  placed  on  local  health  authorities  and  from  28th  June,  1954. 
this  service  has  been  operated  by  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department. 

The  general  and  enquiry  office  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Depart- 
ment was  adapted  for  the  distribution  of  welfare  foods  and  arrange- 
ments were  also  made  to  distribute  these  foods  from  the  Day  Nursery 
and  Clinics.  The  W.V.S.  also  aid  in  the  distribution  of  welfare  foods 
from  their  van  and  their  local  headquarters. 


Two  clerkesses  were  appointed  to  the  staff  of  the  department  to 
operate  the  service  in  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department. 


The  extra  work  devolving  on  the  department  as  a whole  is  however 
considerable,  as  shown  by  the  figure  of  Welfare  Foods  issued  between 
28th  June,  1954  and  31st  December,  1954,  namely: — 


National  Dried  Milk,  ... 
Orange  Juice, 

Cod  Liver  Oil, 

Vitamin  A and  D, 


48,790  tins 
21,970  bottles 
5,333  bottles 
1,075  packets 


DOMESTIC  HELPS 

During  the  year  1954  the  number  of  cases  supplied  with  a Domestic 
Help  increased.  Domestic  Helps  were  sent  to  homes  were  there  had 
been  a confinement  or  where  illness  existed  and  the  increase  during  1954 
was  mainly  due  to  the  latter  cause.  Before  a Domestic  Help  is  sent  to 
a household  where  there  is  a case  of  tuberculosis  she  is  informed  of  the 
type  of  illness.  The  service  is  normally  supplied  for  two  weeks  with  an 
extension  on  production  of  a medical  certificate  but  only  in  very  excep- 
tional circumstances  can  the  service  be  given  for  a period  greater  than 
six  weeks. 

The  following  is  a table  showing  the  number  of  Domestic  Helps  and 
type  of  case  attended  since  1948: — 


No.  of  Helps 

Type  of  Case 

Whole 

Part 

Con- 

Other 

Time 

Time 

linemen  ts 

Illness 

Total 

1948 

1 

16 

S7 

42 

129 

1949 

1 

11 

72 

51 

123 

1 950 

— 

11 

62 

47 

109 

1951 

— 

12 

33 

45 

78 

1952 

— 

10 

32 

58 

90 

1953 

— 

5 

25 

26 

51 

1954 

— 

8 

34 

42 

76 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS, 

CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 

Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  1954  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  continued 
its  efforts  to  prevent  the  spread  of  tuberculosis,  and  to  aid  all  those 
persons  who  have  had  the  misfortune  to  suffer  from  this  illness. 
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Wpif^r^rf  the.  yea^  there  were  132  persons  notified  to  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Department  as  suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis.  This 

fa97°oUrabliy  with  the  number  of  notifications  in  the  year 
' r which  was  - / 9,  and  also  in  the  year  1953  when  there  were  218 
notifications.  It  may  well  be  that  the  Anti-Tuberculosis  Mass  Miniature 
SSJ^ampaigVVhe  year  1953  resulted  in  the  discovery  and 
1954  and  succeSS  years  W n0t  normally  have  been  found  until 

tinn  T^aUSh^Ut  tbe  year  1954  tbe  Local  Authority  Scheme  for  examina- 
?npr»f^n  ^her?  nerefuarJ’  BCG-  vaccination  of  contacts,  was  in 
WHc  iV0,  ' In  ^-iefW  ?f  thf  dfcreased  number  of  notifications  of  tubercu- 
mnfJk'If  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  response  was  such  that  more 
contacts  of  cases  of  known  tuberculosis  than  ever  before  received  B.C.G. 
vaccination,  and  a total  of  852  contacts  received  chest  X-rays,  the 
appointments  for  this,  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Greenock  Chest  Clinic 
being  arranged  by  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department. 

Of  the  contacts  dealt  with  during  1954  there  were  three  persons 
who  were  subsequently  notified  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

The  various  social  services  for  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
were  continued  during  1954,  although  the  National  Assistance  Board 
help  patients  under  certain  circumstances,  assistance  in  the  form  of 
milk  and  bed  and  bedding,  according  to  a graduated  scale  of 
charges,  is  supplied  to  cases  recommended  by  the  Chest  Physician  and 

femtalesyear  1954  bed  and  bedding  was  supplied  to  28  males  and  12 

Clothing  is  also  supplied  where  necessary  to  persons  recommended 
^LSma]°fl1Um  treatmen}  abroad  by  the  Chest  Physician  and  in  the 
year  19o4  three  males  and  four  females  were  supplied  with  clothing. 

* u *n  fai7*ibes  where  there  was  both  overcrowding  and  a case  of 
a re9°mmendation  was  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  that  they  be  rehoused  in  houses  of  such  a size  as  to  prevent 
overcrowding,  and  thus  enable  the  patients  to  have  a bedroom  of  his  or 

?eecom0mendaSonnng  ^ 119  famiUeS  W6re  rehoused  °n  this 

Several  tables  of  statistics  follow  giving  relevant  information  on  the 
various  aspects  of  tuberculosis. 

The  notification  figures  for  tuberculosis  since  1942  are  as  follows:— 


Resp 

[RATORY  TU 

BERCL 

LOSIS 

1942 1 1943  1944 

194.5 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

159  195  202 

180 

181 

263 

277 

273 

236 

215 

279 

218 

132 

Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis 




60  48 

69  | 65 

70 

89 

70  41 

35  j 16 

36 

28  j 35 

G 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  during  1954  and  in 
which  diagnosis  was  confirmed  : — 


Age 

Groups 

IP 

LP 

IP 

L" 

>P 

Ip 

j 

ip 

<— 

^ PI 

*T 

Lp 

'P 

u 

o 

"d 

•— i F-1 
2 « 

Tj 

5 -a 

E £ 

P U 

s-s 

5 A 

P V- 
— 

P J- 
P — 

\ 5 

H 

c c 

- c 

•ft  C 

ip  c 

iP  P 

ip  p 

»P  C 

• P P- 

Form 

Sex 

*c  p 

-M  P 

7T  — 

ip  p 

Respiratory  .... 

(M. 

i 

0 

ii 

7 

6 

8 

6 

9 

4 

57 

|f- 

2 

12 

21 

17 

7 

•1 

— 

1 

62 

Total  Respiratory 

i 

7 

23 

28 

23 

15 

8 

9 

5 

119 

| M. 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Abdominal  .... 

If. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

|M. 

2 

Q 

1 

5 

Meningeal 

If. 

Miliary  Tuberculosis.  .. 

1£ 

IM. 

1 

1 

1 

i 

4 

Bones  and  Joints 

If. 

— 

i 

1 

2 

2 

i 

— 

— 

— 

7 

|M 

0 

*•» 

Superficial  Glands 

If. 

i 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

Genito-Urinary  Organs 

IS 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

i 

IM. 

1 

1 

*> 

Other  Organs 

If. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Non -Respiratory  Total 

i 

3 

9 

7 

0 

3 

1 

1 

— 31 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  verified  cases  of  tuberculosis 
known  to  have  their  homes  within  the  burgh  : — 


Form 

Sex 

u 

c 

1 and 
under  5 

5 and 
under  15 

15  and 
under  25 

25  and 
under  35 

35  and 
under  45 

45  and 
under  55 

55  and 
under  65 

65  and 
upwards 

Total 

IM. 

1 

21 

94 

139 

160 

109 

60 

57 

23 

654 

Respiratory 

|f. 

13 

85 

244 

214 

82 

24 

10 

5 

677 

|M. 

1 

27 

23 

15 

10 

1 

82 

Non- Respiratory 

If. 

1 

3 

29 

26 

31 

S 

4 

1 

i 

104 

27 


I he  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  with  their  home  residence 
in  the^area  who  rece.ved  treatment  in  sanatoria  or  other  institutions  during  the 


In  hospital 
on 

Jan.  1st 

Admitted 

during 

Discharged 

during 

Died 

in 

In  hospital 
on 

year 

year 

hospital 

Dec.  31st 

Under  15  years — 

M. 

11 

a 

15 

7 

F. 

10 

13 

14 

— 

9 

15 — 45  years — 

M. 

71 

53 

74 

3 

47 

F. 

105 

98 

132 

2 

69 

45  years  and  over — 

M. 

11 

21 

18 

5 

9 

3 

F. 

4 

7 

7 

i* 

Total 

212  j 

203 

260 

1 1 

144 

* Died  of  other  causes. 


and  ?he  the.riumbers ■ of  persons  tuberculin  tested 

years be  ot  B-C  G-  Vaccinations  performed  during  the  last  three 


Group 

Tuberculin 

tested 

Negative 

re-actors 

Successfully 

vaccinated 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 



F. 

1952- 

Nurses 

6 

6 

6 

Medical  Students 

— 

— 



Contacts 

95 

113 

83 

93 

73 

8.3 

School  leavers 

1059 

1027 

522 

547 

509 

536 

1953— 

Nurses 



10 

9 

9 

Medical  Students 

1 

— 

1 

1 

118 

Contacts 

159 

212 

153 

200 

163 

School  leavers 

597 

614 

309 

330 

298 

329 

3 

New  born  babies 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1954- 

Nurses 

Contacts 

560 

54 

579 

316 

11 

305 

196 

1] 

197 

School  leavers 

87 

64 

36 

30 

34 

28 

New  born  babies 

2 

4 

2 

4 

35 

35 

69 

Others 

5 

118 

5 

69 

5 | 

with  r r'  /-  i number  ot  school  leavers  tuberculin  tested  and  vaccinated 
two  schoo?yearsng  ^ y6ar  1952  represents  the  total  examined  during 


28 


Epilepsy  and  Cerebral  Palsy. 

There  are  no  reliable  statistics  relative  to  the  incidence  within  the 
Burgh  of  epilepsy  or  cerebral  palsy  nor  are  there  any  special  facilities 
available.  Cases  are  referred  to  Consultants  by  General  Practitioners: 
in  particular  a number  of  cases  of  epilepsy  are  referred  to  the  Psychia- 
tric Out-patient  Clinic  operated  locally  by  the  Renfrewshire  Mental 
Hospitals  Board  and  of  these,  a few  enter  Mental  Hospital  voluntarily 
for  treatment  if  there  is  also  a psychotic  element;  others  are  admitted 
to  the  Epileptic  Colony,  Bridge  of  Weir  or  Maghull  Homes,  Liverpool, 
under  Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 


Health  Education. 


The  medical  and  nursing  staff  of  the  Local  Authority  continued 
their  work  of  health  education,  advising  parents  on  a variety  of  health 
matters  at  the  clinics.  The  school  nurses,  in  their  work  at  the  schools 
and  in  visiting  the  parents  of  school  children,  continue  the  health 
education  which,  until  the  children  reach  the  age  of  five  years  was  the 
concern  of  the  health  visitor.  The  health  visitor  is  the  spearhead  in 
the  field  of  health  education  because  of  her  close  contact  with  and 
knowledge  of  families  gained,  in  the  first  instance  by  child  welfare 
visits  to  the  homes.  The  health  visitor’s  advice  to  mothers  regarding 
the  care  of  children  under  the  age  of  5 years  aims  at  making  parents 
health  conscious,  thus  providing  the  first  step  in  a healthy  way  of  life. 


During  the  week  commencing  28th  February,  1954,  there  was  an 
intensification  of  the  normal  publicity  advocating  immunisation  against 
diphtheria.  During  the  week  cinema  slides  were  shown  in  the  local 
cinemas,  advertisements  inserted  in  the  local  newspaper  and  posters 
displayed  in  many  public  places. 


The  Health  and  Welfare  Department  own  four  hoardings  at  busy 
places  in  the  town  and  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education  sup- 
plied posters  for  display  on  the  hoardings,  the  subjects  of  the  posters 
included  Influenza,  Healthy  Childhood  and  Keep  Fit  all  the  Year  Round. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Mental  Illness. 


Compared  with  1953  the  number  of  cases  requiring  certification 
!?™.a,s'd  by  10.’  but  the  number  of  persons  entering  Mental 
a satisfLtorynievSy  f°r  6ar  y treatment’  however,  was  maintained  at 


Certified. 

Age  Groups — 

— 30  

30-40 

40-50  

50-65  

65  + 

Voluntary  Patients 

Total 


Males.  Females 


2 

3 
5 

4 
3 


2 

2 

3 

2 

8 


17  17=34 

32  40=72 


106 


In  the  course  of  the  year  one  patient  boarded-out  under  Guardian- 
ship  was  returned  to  Mental  Hospital  as  he  was  considered  no  longer 
suitable  for  life  in  the  community.  The  condition  of  the  others  remains 
unchanged;  all  patients  were  examined  by  the  General  Practitioner 
every  three  months  and  visited  by  the  Authorised  Officer  twice  in  the 
year  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  boarded-out  cases  was  9, 
one  being  resident  within  the  Burgh,  one  in  Lanark,  and  the  other  seven 
resident  in  Arran. 

A Care  and  After-care  service  is  provided  by  the  Board  of  Manage- 
rw  d ^ the  Renfrewshire  Mental  Hospitals  through  a local  Psychiatric 
Uut-Patient  Clinic  and  home  visitation  by  a Psychiatric  Social  Worker. 

Mental  Deficiency. 

Guardianship. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  two  cases  were  notified  by  the  Education 
Committee  of  the  County  of  Renfrew,  one  being  certified  and  placed 
under  Guardianship  of  his  parents  and  the  case  of  the  other,  Guardian- 
ship arrangements  were  not  considered  necessary. 

It  was  necessary  in  one  case  to  remove  a patient  under  Guardian- 
ship to  a place  of  safety. 

The  condition  of  37  patients  was  reviewed  by  the  Authorised  Officer 
Medical  Practitioners  and  the  General  Board  of  Control,  no  change  being 
made  to  their  circumstances. 


Institutional  Care. 

During  the  year  7 cases  were  admitted  to  Certified  Institutions, 
while  1 was  discharged  by  transfer  to  a Mental  Hospital. 

During  the  year  4 cases  were  liberated  on  Licence  from  Institutions, 
two  being  later  discharged  completely. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  was  as  follows: — 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Cases  in  Institutions 

35 

25 

60 

Cases  under  Guardianship — 

Resident  Locally  

17 

6 

23 

Resident  outwith  the  Burgh 

10 

2 

12 

— 

— 

— 

27 

8 

35 

Supervision. 

During  the  past  three  years  an  after-care  service  for  former  pupils 
of  the  mentally-handicapped  division  of  Glenburn  School  has  been 
gradually  built  up.  One  nurse  with  mental  health  training  has  been 
employed  part-time  in  collaboration  with  the  Authorised  Officer  and 
with  the  assistance  of  voluntary  visitors  of  the  Greenock  and  District 
Association  for  Mental  Health. 


The  object  of  the  service  is  to  secure  as  far  as  possible  the  adapta- 
tion of  the  mentally  handicapped  person  to  community  life,  through 
suitable  work  where  possible  and  properly  organised  leisure,  habits, 
associations,  etc.,  in  order  to  prevent  the  development  of  undesirable 
conduct.  Primarily  the  success  of  this  work  depends  on  the  visitor 
gaining  the  confidence  and  co-operation  of  the  person  and  the  members 
of  the  household  in  which  he  resides  and  this  is  generally  a long-term 
process.  So  far,  however,  valuable  results  have  been  noted. 

There  is  a register  of  233  persons,  229  are  over  16  years  of  age,  123 
being  employed  and  18  now  married.  The  age  grouping  is  as  follows: — 


5-15 

16-20 

21-30 

31-40 

41-50 


4 

66 

99 

60 


During  the  year  350  home  visits  were  made. 


WELFARE  SERVICES 

(1)  Residential  Accommodation. 

In  the  closing  month  of  1953  the  first  provision  of  new  accommoda- 
tion by  the  Corporation  became  available  by  the  opening  of  Belleaire 
and  the  27  places  available  there  were  fully  occupied  within  3 months. 
By  itself  Belleaire  has  only  partially  met  the  local  requirement,  and  as 
in  former  years  assistance  has  had  to  be  sought  from  the  four  Voluntary 
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HomeS  in  the  town  and  by  the  grant  of  places  in  Voluntary  and  other 
L°cal  Authority  Homes  outside  the  boundaries.  The  following  statistics 
show  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year:—  s 1 cs 


Residence 

Xos.  at 
l/l/o4 

Admittec 

during 

year 

Dis- 

1 charged 
! during 
, year 

Remaining 

at 

31/12/54 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

i 

M. 

1 F.  I M 

F.  | Total 

K.A.I.  Annexe,  Paisley 

7 16  8 — 

-1  1 

7 

1 2 

: 8 

14 

22 

Fordbank  House,  Milliken 
Park 

— 

1 



; - 

1 

1 

Crookston  Home,  Glasgow 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Foresthall  Institution,  Glas- 
gow 

1 

H 1 

1 

— 

1 



1 

Epileptic  Colony,  Bridge  of 
Weir 

1 

! 

— 

1 

1 5 

6 

lownend  Hospital,  Dumbar- 
ton 

5 

i 

2 

■ 

2 

3 

— 

i 

4 

3 

7 

Auchenbothie  House,  Port 
Glasgow 

3 

9 

— I — 

1 

4 

2 

5 

7 

Cunninghamc  Home,  Irvine  1 

1 

— 

— 

i 

1 

2 

Glenville  Home,  Greenock  5 

2 

5 

2 

— 

- 

— 

Castleview  Home  for  Aged 
Deaf,  Midlothian  | — 

i - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i 

Baldoran  House,  Milton  of 
Campsie  | — 

i 

— 

1 



Oswald  House,  Edinburgh 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

1 

i 

Cleveden  House,  Glasgow 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Homeland,  Glasgow 

— 

i 

— 

3 

— 

3 

i 

i 

Church  of  Scotland  Eventide  , 
Home — 

Clydeview,  Helensburgh 
Invereck,  Sandbank 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

i 

— 

i 

i 

Cuilandaraich  Home,  Ballin- 
luig 

— 

i 

— 

— 

j 

i 

Belleairc,  Greenock 

— 

— 

11  22 

3 

3 

8 

19 

27 

Ardoch  Hostel,  Glasgow 

— ! 

1 

— 

— 

i I 

1 

' | 26  | 

42  | 

22 

30 

20 

16 

27 

50 

63 
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(2)  Housing. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  work  commenced  on  the  development 
of  26  houses  in  the  grounds  of  Belleaire.  These  will  be  compactly 
designed  and  easily  managed  homes  for  elderly  couples,  and  contact  by 
the  tenants  with  the  staff  and  residents  in  Belleaire  will  be  easy  and 
encouraged  as  much  as  possible.  A Common  Room,  to  be  shared  by 
the  tenants,  is  being  provided. 

(3)  Temporary  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  no  major  incident  occurred  requiring  the  provision 
of  emergency  accommodation.  In  five  incidents  caused  by  fire,  flood 
and  storm  the  persons  rendered  homeless  were  accommodated  by 
neighbours  and  relatives,  the  assistance  of  the  department  being  given 
in  respect  of  transport,  storage,  drying  of  bedding  and  garments,  etc. 


(4)  Voluntary  Organisations. 

The  work  of  the  W.V.S.  on  behalf  of  local  old  people  expanded 
during  the  year  and  there  are  now  three  Old  People’s  Clubs  in  opera- 
tion in  different  parts  of  the  town  and  the  Meals  on  Wheels  service  for 
the  frail  elderly  living  alone  is  now  well  established.  In  these  and 
many  other  ways  the  voluntary  help  of  the  W.V.S.  has  been  invaluable, 
and  must  be  gratefully  acknowledged. 

(5)  Registration  and  Inspection  of  Old  People’s  Homes. 

No  further  Homes  were  registered  during  the  year  and  conditions 
in  the  three  registered  Homes  were  found  by  inspection  to  be 
satisfactory. 

(6)  Compulsory  Removal  of  Persons  in  Urgent  Need  of  Care. 

During  the  year  the  powers  under  the  Act  were  not  used  as  it  was 
found  possible  in  each  case  to  persuade  the  person  to  act  in  his  own 
best  interests. 


(7)  Care  of  Property  of  Persons  admitted  to  Hospital. 

Appropriate  steps  were  taken  in  sixteen  cases  for  the  property  of 
persons  to  be  safeguarded. 


(8)  Interments. 

The  bodies  of  13  persons  were  disposed  of  by  burial  under  local 
contract,  the  cost  being  recovered  from  effects  where  possible. 


(9)  General  Welfare  Services. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  844  cases  have  been  dealt  with,  the  work 
being  mainly  carried  out  by  interview,  advice,  visiting  and  referral  to 
other  agencies;  the  main  problems  encountered  were  connected  with 
accommodation,  finance,  domestic  and  matrimonial  difficulties,  etc. 
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Welfare  Services  for  Handicapped  Persons. 

(10)  Blind  Persons. 

The  domiciliary  services  are  provided  by  the  Joint  Committee  for 
Glasgow  and  the  South-West  of  Scotland  who  employ  the  Mission  to  the 
Outdoor  Blind  as  their  agents,  a Home  Teacher  being  provided  for  the 
area  of  Gi'eenock  and  Port  Glasgow.  Workshop  employment  is  avail- 
able at  the  Royal  Glasgow  Asylum  for  the  Blind. 


Twenty-three  persons  were  registered  for  the  first  time  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1955,  the  causes  of  blindness  being  as  follows: — 

Cataract  (4),  Cataract/Keratoiritis  (1),  Myopia/Choroidal  Atrophy 
(2),  Myopia  (1),  Myopia/Cataract  (2),  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  (1), 
Kerato-Iritis/Synechia  (1),  Optic  Atrophy  (1),  Glaucoma/Optic 
Atrophy  (1),  Glaucoma  (1),  Glaucoma/Cataract  (1),  Chronic  Glaucoma 
(1),  Choroido  Retinal  Degeneration  (1),  Exudative  Retinitis/Cataract 
(1),  Irido  Cyclitis/Sec.  Glaucoma  (1),  Macular  Degeneration  (1), 
Corneal  Ulcers/Cataract  (1),  Phthisis  Bulbi/Aphakia  (1). 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  age,  etc.  of  newly  registered 
cases  and  the  total  register  at  31st  March,  1955: — 

NEW  REGISTRATIONS  Total  Register 

Age  Year  of  Onset  of  Blindness 

prior  to  1951  1951  1952  1953  1954 

M.  F M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

0-1 
2-4 
5-15 
16-17 
18-20 
21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50-59 
60-64 
65-69 
70  + 


Total,  7 16 
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Age  Groups  of  All  Blind  Persons  on  Register: — 


5 

to 

15 

years 

16 

to 

17 

years 

18 

to 

20 

years 

21 

to 

29 

years 

30 

to 

39 

years 

40 

to 

49 

years 

50 

to 

59 

years 

60 

to 

64 

years 

65 

to 

69 

years 

70 

years 

and  over 

M.  F. 

2 2 

— 1 

— 1 

3 1 

5 2 

3 5 

10  11 

10  7 

6 10 

20  55 

Total,  59  95 


154 


The  employment,  etc.  position  of  all  blind  persons  on  the  Register 
is  as  follows: — 

M.  F. 


In  Workshop  for  the  Blind  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 1 

Employed  elsewhere  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . 4 1 

Undergoing  training 1 1 

Trained  but  unemployed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Unemployed  but  with  some  capacity  for  training  . . — 1 

Not  available  for  employment  28  87 

Unemployable 14  2 

Under  16  years  of  age  2 2 


Total,  59  95 


154 

The  Home  Teacher  carried  out  514  home  visitations  during  the  year, 
conducted  a weekly  handcraft  class  at  which  the  average  attendance 
was  10,  and  a weekly  social  club  at  which  the  average  attendance  was 
thirty.  Monthly  socials  are  held  also  in  the  saloon  of  the  local  Town 
Hall — competitive  domino  matches  are  a regular  feature  of  the  winter’s 
recreational  programme. 
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(11)  Deaf  or  Dumb  Persons. 

The  Corporation  gave  financial  support  to  the  work  of  the  Greenock 
tbe  Pea/  and  the  Scottish  Association  for  the  Deaf  The 
local  Mission  actively  promotes  activities  of  a recreational  educational 

MV^he^SclSriel0'™  PremiSes  a"d  ™ 

( 1“)  Other  Substantially  Handicapped  Persons. 

little^progress.Ck  °f  SUitable  staff  and  P^mises  this  service  had  made 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

medical  inspection  of  all  school  entrants  and  of  those 
vSP?1,  children  born  in  the  years,  1944,  1940  and  1937,  was  carried  out 

the  year  1*946  W3S  fested  in  those  school’ children  bom  in 

tne  year  1946.  Parents  as  usual  were  invited  to  attend  at  the  time  of 

l*™™nu£6r3ni°°LFZTe  ^ °b‘a‘ned  °n‘y  fr°m  the 

chTldrrn  an1?6111  ®xaminmg the  clothing  and  the  cleanliness  of  school 
anHdf,?u  and  Partlcularly  of  those  who  wished  to  attend  a school  camp 
and  who  were  below  the  high  standard  of  cleanliness  demanded  the 
thUprSrei  *"  ^eS?  cases  ensuring  that  all  the  children  were  broughtuo  to 
the  required  standard  before  they  were  medically  inspected. 

n_  fe^er31,  children  are  now  kept  in  a satisafetory  state  of  cleanli- 

the  amount  of  work  caused  by  the  small  minority  is  altogether 

delnwfri°nP?hrtl0n  t0vthKe  ™mbers  involved,  and  in  many  rases  thf  time 

ing  re?nfLtedSvldthkhPP  SCfh°o1  kUI-!k  is  neSatived^  ^e  children  be- 
ag|  mfested  with  head  lice  from  brothers  and  sisters  outwith  school 

Most  parents  accept  advice  about  head  lice  but  unfortunatelv  a 
Srfn’f  hm0t,hersa°nsider  that  11  is  the  nurses  duty  to  clean  thei? 

nurses 7nstMHdnf  a°d  are. .mchned  to  leave  the  work  entirely  to  the 
rses  instead  of  co-operating  and  assisting  in  the  task. 

ManvnhiworKaSed  number  of  impetigo  cases  have  occurred  this  year 
linn  lfhtl  \b  ,n  s.?vere  infections  of  the  scalp  resulting  from  infesta- 
oget0hirthwhhadd^.th  1C6-,  Per™ission  from  the  parents  to  cTth  eh  air, 
clearanpp  nftthd  y , ,°Ca  treatment-  usually  resulted  in  the  prompt 
reguSly.  f th  condltlon  Provided  the  children  attended  the  clinic 

wim?Cfbies  w,as  !?en  on  rare  occasions  but  was  dealt  with  auicklv  and 

tacreit  °°  X,rtS  ,0,vari0us  types  appeal  to  le  on  the 

mo*uSie‘  those  that  did  not  improve  with  the  closed  elastnnlact 
method  were  referred  to  the  Skin  Specialist  Clinic  for  treatment  P 

medieaf  fasp^  at  routine 

8 great  help  to  the  staff  of  the  School  Health  Service. 
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Figures  for  Session  1953-54 

Average  Number  of  Children  on  the  Rolls 13,258 

Routine  (Systematic)  Examinations  (Doctor  and  Nurse), — 


Number  of  children  examined: — 

Nursery  Class  (Craigieknowes  School)  ...  20 

Entrants  (5  years  old  plus)  1,349 

Second  Age  Group  (9  years  old  plus)  ...  1,093 

Third  Age  Group  (13  years  old  plus)  ...  1,267 

Secondary  Schools  Age  Group 

.(16  years  old  plus)  ...  ...  ...  114 

Total:  3,843 

7 year  old  Group  (Vision  and  Hearing  only)  1,184 

Grand  Total:  5,027 


Defects  discovered  at  Routine  Examinations — 

Nursery 

School 

Number  of  children  with  defects  of  vision 

and/or  teeth  567  — 

Number  of  children  with  minor  defects  (other 
than  above)  where  complete  recovery 
anticipated  within  a few  weeks  ...  ...  1,123  11 


Number  of  children  with  more  serious  defects  106  2 


Total:  1,796  13 


Note:  The  parents  of  children  suffering  from 
a defect  other  than  dental  caries  were  in- 
formed or  advised.  Advice  and  treatment  in 
the  case  of  dental  caries  are  the  care  of  the 
School  Dental  Department. 
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Non-Routine  Examinations  (Nurse) 

Treatment  required  and  parent  informed 
No  action  required 

Total: 


2,249 

138 

2,387 


Principal  Defects  found  at  Non-Routine  Examinations 

Uncleanliness  of  Head 
Uncleanliness  of  Body 
Unsatisfactory  condition  of  clothing 
Unsatisfactory  condition  of  footgear 


Defect  of  vision 
Other  defects 


811 

187 

166 

123 


Total: 


1,287 

335 

627 

2,249 


Examination  for  Special  Purposes — 

(a)  for  Employment  Licences  (Doctor) 

(b)  for  Residential  Camp  Schools 

(Doctor  and  Nurse) 

(c)  Re-examinations  Camp  Schools  (Nurse) 

(d)  Home  visits  (Nurse) 


144 

584 

1,797 

694 


Doctor’s  Inspection  Clinic — 

Number  of  Special  Cases  examined 


Minor  Ailments  Clinic — 

Number  of  Attendances  9,502  ( = 1,761  children) 

Nature  of  Cases: — 

(1)  Cuts,  Bruises,  Injuries,  etc.  ...  230  (=  77  children) 

(2)  Diseases  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  2,863  (=  194  children) 

(3)  Diseases  of  Eye 898  (=  203  children) 

(4)  Diseases  of  Skin  5,511  ( = 1,287  children) 


GREENOCK  (BURGH)  SCHOOLS— ATTENDANCES  AT  CLINICS— SESSION  1953-1954 
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PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 

During  the  year  the  routine  arrangements  continued  whereby 
Greenock  Port  Authority  administered  the  Drovisions  of  the  Public 
Health  (Ships)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1952.  The  Aliens  Order  1920 
has  been  superseded  by  the  Aliens  Order,  1953  and  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  continues  as  the  Medical  Inspector  under  the  new  order. 

The  number  of  vessels  dealt  with  by  the  staff  of  this  department 
was  131  compared  with  113  in  1953.  Of  these  14  were  incoming  ocean 
liners.  No  cases  of  quarantinable  diseases  were  found.  Three  cases  of 
chickenpox  were  removed  to  hospital.  Cases  of  other  illnesses  reported 
on  arrival  of  the  ships  as  probably  of  an  infectious  nature  were  duly 
examined  and  appropriate  advice  given  as  to  action  required. 

The  goods  brought  in  27  ships  included  sugar,  molasses,  grain  and 
oil  seeds.  Weather  ships  docked  on  32  occasions  at  the  Great  Harbour. 

A general  examination  of  crews  quarters  was  carried  out  in  ships  in 
the  docks  and  in  most  cases  found  satisfactory.  In  unsatisfactory  cases 
defects  were  pointed  out  for  appropriate  action. 


Deratisation. 


All  ships  which  entered  the  harbours,  including  new  ships  being 
fitted  out,  were  surveyed  for  rat  infestation.  During  the  year  under 
review  no  trapping  or  fumigation  was  found  to  be  necessary. 

Eighty-two  ships  were  examined  by  the  rodent  inspectors.  Four  of 
these  had  valid  deratisation  certificates,  47  had  valid  deratisation 
exemption  certificates,  12  had  non-valid  certificates,  one  was  without 
certificate  of  any  kind,  in  two  cases  certificates  were  not  seen  and  of 
course  16  new  ships  had  no  previous  certificates. 

Thirty-seven  deratisation  exemption  certificates  were  issued  but  no 
deratisation  certificates. 


Passengers. 

5,494  passengers,  of  whom  1,036  were  aliens,  were  landed  at 
Greenock  from  ocean  going  ships.  These  passengers  were  mostly  from 
the  transatlantic  liners.  The  following  table  shows  the  increasing 
numbers  of  passengers  arriving  since  the  transatlantic  passenger  ships 
resumed  their  calls  into  the  Clyde  in  1950: — 


1950  - 

- 2,516 

1951  - 

- 2,865 

1952  - 

- 2,430 

1953  - 

- 3,193 

1954  - 

- 5,494 
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FOOD  SUPPLY 

Mr  A.  M.  M.  Connell,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has  kindly  supplied 
me  with  the  following  information. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. — There  were  at  the  end  of  1954  only  3 dairy 
farms  registered,  one  of  which  ceases  production  during  the  winter 
months'.  At  the  two  farms  continuing  in  production  there  were  48 
cows  of  which  27  were  in  milk.  In  addition  two  farms  are  exempt 
from  registration. 

There  are  113  registered  dairies  and  4 pasteurising  establishments 
within  the  Burgh. 

Samples  taken  from  local  producers  numbered  48.  Of  these  23 
were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  owing  to  the  presence  of  Coli.  Bacilli 
in  22  instances  and  to  Coli.  Bacilli  and  High  Bacterial  Count  in  1 
instance. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  from  other  sources  totalled  437  as 
follows: — Schools  and  School  Kitchens  130;  Hospitals  and  Institutions 
48;  Pasteurising  Establishments  113;  Wholesale  Dealers’  premises  and 
Retailers  premises  146. 

Further  details  of  the  samples  were  as  follows: — 


Designation 

of 

Milk 

No. 

of 

Samples 

No. 

Satis. 

No. 

Unsat. 

Unsatisfactory  by  reason  of 

Coli. 

Bac. 

High 

Bact. 

Count 

Phos- 

phat- 

ase 

2 or 
more 
tests 

Certified 

27 

21 

6 

4 





Tuberculin- tested 

35 

30 

5 

3 

— 

— 

•> 

Tuberculin  -tested 

(Pasteurised) 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

366 

321 

45 

39 

— 

5 

i 

Total 

437 

381 

56 

46 

— 

5 

5 

ICE  CREAM. — Samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
with  the  following  results: — 


Number 

Taken 

Number 

Satis- 

factory 

Number 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Unsatisfactory  by  reason  of: — 

Coliform 

Bacilli 

High 

Bacterial 

Count 

1 ligh  Bact. 
Count  and 
Coli  Bac. 

156 

104 

52 

18 

15 

19 
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UNSOUND  FOOD 

„ ur11 , e1 1 during  the  year  there  were  received  from  members  of  the 
public  16  complaints  alleging  that  certain  articles  of  food  were  unsound 
and  unfit  for  human  consumption,  viz: — 8 relating  to  milk,  2 to  bread 
1 to  cheese,  prunes,  raw  sugar,  eggs,  cakes  and  margarine.  In  5 
instances  it  was  found  that  there  was  no  cause  for  complaint  and  it  was 
not  necessary  for  the  Department  to  take  any  action.  In  the  remainin'1 
1 instances,  action  was  taken  by  the  Department  to  prevent  a recur- 
rence of  the  complaints. 

d hK. •t0tu  °f  uns°und  food  seized  in  terms  of  Section  43  of 

7hi8(fVhi1Ciruea  th  (Scotland)  Act  1897  during  the  year  amounted  to 
/,180  lbs.,  10j  ozs.  of  which  5,929  lbs.,  34  ozs.  were  tinned  foods  This 
work  necessitated  150  visits  of  inspection  being  made. 

(u  addition  it  should  be  mentioned  that  143  bags  weighing  418 
cwts.  of  raw  sugar  which  had  been  contaminated  with  diesel  oil  aboard 
ship  were  seized.  Unfortunately  it  was  not  possible  to  salvage  any  of 
this  sugar  and  by  virtue  of  the  oil  content  the  most  satisfactory  method 
of  disposal  was  by  destruction  at  the  Refuse  Destructor  This  was 
carried  out  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Inspector  of  Cleansing  whose 
assistance  in  this  matter  wras  greatly  appreciated. 


WATER 


SUPPLY 

connection 


with  the  water 


Altogether  398  visits  were  made  in 
supply  under  the  following  headings: — 

Bacteriological  Samples  - - 130 

Residual  Chlorine  Tests  - - 264 

Chemical  Samples  - 4 

RIVERS  POLLUTION 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  was  a likelihood  of  the  early  forma- 
tion of  the  new  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Board  for  this  area,  no 
action  was  taken  to  press  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  work  which  is 
necessary  to  clear  up  the  pollution  of  a stream  within  the  Burgh, 
incidentally  this  pollution  has  been  going  on  for  many  years.  It  was 
inought  advisable,  since  the  Board  might  fix  a general  standard  for 
remedying  such  conditions,  that  the  matter  be  left  in  abeyance. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

The  following  are  the  offensive  trades  within  the  Burgh:— 

(1)  The  Public  Slaughterhouse,  with  which  are  associated  in  buildings 
within  the  same  curtilage: — 

(a)  The  Greenock  Hide,  Skin  & Tallow  Co.  Ltd.,  carrying  on  the 
business  of  Hide  Factors; 

(b)  Ramsay  & Co.,  carrying  on  the  business  of  Hide  Factors; 

(c)  The  Greenock  and  District  Fleshers’  Association  carrying  on 
the  business  of  Tripe  Cleaners. 
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(2)  The  Shaw  Water  Chemical  Works  of  British  Charcoals  and  Mac- 
donalds Ltd.  where  large  quantities  of  bones  are  dealt  with  in  the 
manufacture  of  charcoal,  artificial  manure  and  certain  by-products. 

(3)  The  Ladyburn  Tan  Works,  occupied  by  Messrs  Fisher  Henderson 
& Co.  Ltd.,  Greenock. 

Inspection  revealed  that  these  businesses  are  being  conducted  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 


TOWN  PLANNING 

The  following  information  was  kindly  supplied  by  the  Master  of 
Works: — 

Sewage  Disposal — 

The  following  new  sewers  were  laid  during  the  year  at  the  Branch- 
ton  Housing  site: — 

(1)  Soil  Sewers. 

2,325  lin.  yds.  of  6"  diameter. 

243  lin.  yds.  of  9"  diameter. 

87  lin.  yds.  of  12"  diameter. 

(2)  Surface  Water  Sewers. 

1,020  lin.  yds.  of  6"  diameter. 

755  lin.  yds.  of  9"  diameter. 

155  lin.  yds.  of  12"  diameter. 

110  lin.  yds.  of  15"  diameter. 

262  lin.  yds.  of  18"  diameter. 

10  lin.  yds.  of  21"  diameter. 

32  lin.  yds.  of  24"  diameter. 

Major  repair  work  was  carried  out  to  sewers  at  the  Central  Area 
Development  consisting  of  the  diversion  and  replacing  of  old  brick 
sewers  with  18"  diameter  pipes. 

Minor  repairs  have  been  carried  out  to  other  sewers  and  several 
chokages  have  been  cleared  during  the  year. 


Culverts  and  Watei-courses. 

Regular  cleaning  and  clearance  of  burns  and  culverts  were  carried 
out  during  the  year. 

A new  culvert  length  about  250  lineal  yards  consisting  of  30" 
diameter  concrete  pipes  was  constructed  to  carry  the  stream  running 
north  of  Cumberland  Road. 

The  culvert  which  carries  the  Cartsburn  has  been  reconstructed 
over  a length  of  125  lineal  yards  with  twin  36"  diameter  concrete  pipes 
to  allow  the  widening  of  Cartsburn  Street  between  Crescent  Street  and 
Arthur  Street  to  be  carried  out. 
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Repairs  have  been  carried  out  at  Upper  Cartsburn  Street  to  the 
pipe  carrying  the  stream  which  passes  through  the  site  of  the  proposed 
bye-pass  road  from  Drumfrochar  Road  to  Kilmacolm  Road. 


Housing 

Private  Enterprise: — The  following  dwellinghouses  were  erected  by 
private  enterprise  during  the  year: — 

Villas  - - - 4 of  5 apartments 

Bungalows  - 1 of  6 apartments 

2 of  4 apartments 

Hostel  - - - 1 of  8 apartments 

Seven  existing  houses  were  converted  during  the  year  to  provide 
the  following  accommodation: — 

1 of  3 apartments 
6 of  4 apartments 
8 of  5 apartments 
1 of  7 apartments 

S.S.H.A.  Ltd. — The  following  houses  were  completed  during  the 
year  by  the  Scottish  Special  Housing  Association: — 


Grieve  Road  Site — 8 3-apts.,  16  4-apts. 

- 

24 

N.-W.  Larkfield — 30  3-apts.,  22  4-apts. 

- 

52 

Pennyfern — 58  3-apts.,  42  4-apts. 

- 

100 

176  Houses 

Greenock  Corporation. — The  following  houses  were  completed  by 


the  Local  Authority: — 

Larkfield  No.  2 Section  “B” — 10  3-apts.  10 

Larkfield  No.  2 Section  “E”— 16  3-apts.  - - - 1(3 

Auchmead/Braeside — 44  3-apts.,  48  4-apts.  - - 92 

Braeside  2nd  Development — 56  3-apts.,  56  4-apts.  - 112 

Cottonmill  Row  1st  Development — 16  3-apts.,  36  4-apts.  52 
Westburn  Buildings  Extension — 21  Hostel  Units  - 21 

Campbell/Ardgowan  Streets — 18  3-apts.  18 


321  Houses 
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Houses  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1954: — 

By  S.S.H.A.  Ltd. 262 

By  Greenock  Corporation  - 532 


Total  — 794  Houses 


Town  Planning:  Control  of  Development.  This  work  during  the 
year  involved  the  investigation  of  148  applications  for  planning  per- 
mission in  respect  of  residential,  commercial  and  industral  development 
and  30  applications  for  permission  to  display  advertisements. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  following  information  has  been  kindly  provided  by  the  Water 
Engineer: — 

The  supply  of  water  for  domestic  use  amounted  to  1,898,624,000 
gallons  which  is  equivalent  to  5,216,000  gallons  per  day,  or  67  gallons 
per  head  of  the  population  per  day. 

The  total  water  supplied  for  all  purposes  (excluding  Compensation 
Supplies)  amounted  to  4,859,797,000  gallons  equivalent  to  13,351,000 
gallons  per  day. 

The  whole  of  the  filtered  water  supply  continued  to  be  chlorinated 
after  filtration,  and  the  bacteriological  analyses  of  the  supplies  showed 
the  water  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 

Periodical  analyses  were  also  made  by  Messrs  R.  R.  Tatlock  & 
Thomson,  Glasgow,  of  the  chemical  composition  of  the  water  which 
showed  it  to  be  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 


METEOROLOGY 

The  rainfall  during  the  year  recorded  at  Prospecthill  Waterworks 
amounted  to  74.51  inches  which  was  19%  above  the  average  over  the 
60  years  from  1890  - 1949. 

The  greatest  rainfall  recorded  in  24  hours  occurred  on  17th  October 
when  1.60  inches  fell. 

There  were  117  dry  days  during  the  year. 

Bright  sunshine  during  the  year  amounted  to  1,065.9  hours  as 
compared  with  1,145.3  hours  for  1953. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 

Mr  D.  Bogle,  Superintendent  of  the  Abattoir,  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  information  regarding  the  work  carried  out  there  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954: — 

Number  and  Type  of  Animal  Slaughtered 


Class 

U 

u v 

If 

Number 
affected  with 
uberculosis 

Percentage 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  Carcases 
seized  for 
Tuberculosis 

! Parts  of  carcases 
seized  for 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
seized  for  other 

Diseases 

Parts  of  carcases 
seized  for  other 

Diseases 

Bullocks 

3,264 

161 

4.9 



14 

1 

20 

Bulls 

134 

7 

5.2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Cows 

1,042 

12 

1. 1 

— 

2 

9 

32 

Heifers 

1.060 

39 

3.6 

— 

5 

1 

5 

Swine 

4,824 

138 

2.8 

— 

— 

2 

15 

Sheep 

17,864 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 

10 

Calves 

974 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

Total 

29,162 

357 

1.2 

— 

21 

78 

83 

The  following  is  the  list  of  conditions  which  were  responsible  for 
the  total  or  partial  seizure  of  carcases: — 

Total  Seizures — Decomposition,  6;  Pyrexia,  10;  emaciation,  47; 
Peritonitis,  2;  Pericarditis,  2;  Immature,  2;  Gangrene,  2;  Septic 
Pneumonia,  1;  Septic  Metritis,  1;  Pyaemia,  1;  Septicaemia,  1;  Jaundice, 
1;  Lymphosarcoma,  1;  Injuries,  1.  ' 


Partial  Seizures— Tuberculosis,  21;  Injuries,  48;  Abscesses,  12; 
Parasitic,  1;  Adhesions,  12;  Arthritis,  5;  Peritonitis,  1;  Melanosis,  1; 
Actinomycosis,  1;  Arteritis,  1;  Haematoma,  1. 

The  approximate  weight  of  meat  and  organs  destroyed  during  fhe 
year  was  11  tons,  12  cwts.,  14  lbs. 
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TABLE  I— VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages — 


1 Numbers 
Registered 
in 

District 

Transfers 

Corrected  Numbers 

Out 

In 

Both 

Sexes 

Males 

Females 

Total  Live  Births 

1,816 

268 

47 

1,595 

831 

764 

(inch  Illegitimate) 

Illegitimate  Births 

cr> 

7 

10 

68 

33 

35 

Stillbirths 

64 

13 

1 

52 

24 

28 

Marriages 

647 



Deaths 

1,084 

188 

62 

958 

503 

455 

TABLE  II.— CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (Corrected  for  Transfers)— REGISTRAR  GENERAL,  1954 
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TABLE  III  — CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (Public  Health  Districts)— MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH,  1954 
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Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
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TABLE  IV.— POPULATION  AND  PRINCIPAL  RATES  PER  1.000— 
REGISTRAR  GENERAL— 1881-1954 


Year 

Population 

Death- 

rate 

Birth- 

rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Tuberculosis 

Death-rate 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

1881-1890 

71,826 

20.55 

35.09 

133 

2.19 

0.83 

1891-1895 

62,732 

21.09 

33.47 

139 

1.82 

0.63 

1896-1900 

63,894 

20.04 

32.96 

137 

1.83 

0.74 

1901-1905 

69,254 

18.93 

30.34 

127 

1.49 

0.92 

• 

1906-1910 

72,338 

17.31 

29.67 

114 

1.26 

1.10 

1911 

75,028 

18.44 

30.73 

113 

1.50 

0.95 

1912 

76,337 

18.70 

31.30 

119 

1.44 

1.02 

1913 

77,156 

18.22 

31.03 

116 

1.47 

0.S6 

1914 

77,642 

18.04 

32.84 

108 

1.00 

0.91 

1915 

77,695 

20.14 

29.49 

145 

1.15 

0.91 

1911-1915 

76,771 

18.70 

31.07 

120 

1.39 

0.93 

1910 

78,642 

17.10 

29.20 

109 

1.42 

0.75 

1917 

79,299 

15.10 

26.88 

92 

1.28 

0.83 

1918 

79,574 

17.88 

26.52 

110 

1.10 

0.82 

1919 

79,613 

17.25 

28.73 

01) 

0.94 

0.59 

1 920 

80,436 

16.51 

33.34 

104 

1.06 

0.69 

1916-1920 

79,512 

16.76 

28.93 

102 

1.16 

0.73 

1921 

81 ,120 

14.59 

30.15 

93 

1.01 

0.54 

1922 

81,370 

19.17 

26.78 

149 

1.03 

0.68 

1923 

81,522 

12.94 

27.04 

77 

0.99 

0.54 

1924 

82,096 

15.22 

24.16 

113 

1.00 

0.44 

1925 

81 ,200 

14.32 

24.54 

107 

0.85 

0.52 

1921-1925 

81,461 

15.24 

26.71 

107 

0.97 

0.54 

1920 

81,558 

13.74 

23.S7 

90 

0.98 

0.34 

1927 

80,889 

13.26 

22.17 

89 

0.S7 

0.44 

1928 

79,204 

15.74 

24.05 

120 

0.80 

0.34 

1929 

81,844 

15.57 

22.22 

111 

1.04 

0.26 

1930 

79,223 

14.20 

23.83 

96 

0.88 

0.30 

1926-1930 

80,543 

14.50 

25.22 

101 

0.91 

0.33 

1931 

79,012 

13.50 

23.40 

7S 

0.90 

0.30 

1932 

79,387 

1 4.63 

21.47 

121 

0.66 

0.36 

1933 

79,486 

15.03 

20.60 

108 

0.88 

0.18 

1934 

79,605 

12.90 

20.86 

89 

0.79 

0.21 

1935 

79,980 

13.85 

21.16 

02 

0.76 

0.09 

1931-1935 

79,494 

13.98 

21.49 

97 

0.79 

0.22 

1936 

80,524 

13.73 

20.29 

101 

0.63 

0.28 

1937 

80,957 

16.60 

21.60 

97 

1.01 

0.31 

1938 

81,297 

12.81 

20.24 

75 

0.79 

0.30 

1939 

81,366 

13.43 

20.30 

88 

0.93 

0.17 

1940 

79,629 

15.27 

19.7 

82 

0.92 

0.30 

1936-1940 

80,754 

14.16 

20.42 

88 

0.85 

0.27 

1941 

77,000 

14.84 

18.8 

90 

1.17 

0.31  1 

1942 

74,300 

1 3.05 

20.1 

101 

1.15 

0.33 

1943 

73,205 

14.22 

21.0 

80 

0.75 

0.21 

1944 

73,378 

13.50 

20.5 

81 

0.94 

0.46  j 

1945 

73,288 

1 3.29 

18.6 

74 

0.98 

0.29 

1941-1945 

74,234 

13.96 

19.8 

85 

0.99 

0.32 

1940 

76,231 

12.9 

20.7 

62 

0.96 

0.14  j 

1947 

79,377 

12.8 

23.8 

64 

1.11 

0.30 

1948 

79,470 

11.7 

21 .2 

01 

1.23 

0.19 

1949 

79,096 

12.7 

20.9 

52 

1.13 

0.12 

1950 

80,291 

1 1.8 

20.1 

48 

0.67 

0.16 

1946-1950 

78,693 

12.4 

21.3 

57 

1.02 

0.18 

1951 

76,625 

12.5 

20.4 

36 

0.03 

0.11 

1952 

77,048 

11.6 

18.6 

36 

0.36 

0.07 

1953 

77,584 

1 1 .9 

20.0 

34 

0.35 

0.09 

1954 

77,533 

12.4 

20.6 

43 

0.37 

0.06 

TABLE  V— SOURCES  OF  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  1954 
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TABLE  VI  — MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1954 
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TABLE  VII  — DISTRICT  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
WITH  NUMBER  REMOVED  TO  HOSPITAL.  1954 
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A /Ascertained 
\ Removed 

B / Ascertained 
\ Removed 
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\ Removed 
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\ Removed 

roTAL  /Ascertained 
\ Removed 
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TABLE  VIII. 

The  following  cases  from  the  Burgh  were  removed  to  Gateside 
hospital  during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Remaining 

31/12/53 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Died 

Remaining 
31/12  54 

Chickenpox 

9 

9 

Diphtheria  

— 

i 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery  

5 

33 

33 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

2 

»> 

— 

— 

laundice.  Acute  Infective 

— 

2 

o 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

2 

•» 

— 

— 

Measles 

1 

ii 

<> 

— 

1 

Ophthalmia,  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal 

— 

2 

i 

i 

— 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Primary  .... 
Pneumonia  (not  otherwise 

21 

13 

i 

*» 

notifiable) 

6 

93 

88 

G 

5 

Poliomyelitis,  Acute  

— 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

S9 

So 

— 

s 

Para-typhoid  B. 

— 

1 

i 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

12 

10 

— 

Mumps  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  

— 

9 

8 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  

32 

70 

T4 

6 

»>•> 

Other  Diseases 

10 

244 

235 

4 

21 

Totals  

003 

530 

19 

62 
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TABLE  IX  —INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  RATES— 1900-1954 


Year 


Scarlet  Fever 


Diphtheria 


| 

1 3 - 


~ a | Q 5. 


II 

5i  o 

—>  u 


1900-1904 

1905-1909 


1910 
191  I 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 


1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 


1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 


I-  O 

AQ 


. 4.33 

0.32 

6.98 

2.58 

0.28 

1 2.15 

! 0.10 

4.29 

l 0.82 

j 0.15 

5.02 

0.14 

2.93 

1 1.27 

! 0.18 

5.18 

1 0.18 

3.59 

1.94 

0.0!) 

10.02 

| 0.4!) 

4.96 

1.21 

0.13 

5.59 

I 0.24 

1 4.39 

1.03 

0.18 

2.65 

0.05 

! 1.94 

1.76 

0.12 

1.90 

1 0.11 

6.08 

1.72 

0.16 

3.73 

| 0.76 

2.04 

1.61 

0.1!) 

2.74 

! 0.06 

2.2!) 

1.23 

0.12 

1.36 

0.01 

0.91 

0.70 

0.03 

3.95 

0.06 

1.58 

1.10 

0.03 

1.47 

0.04 

3.36 

1.28 

0.07 

1-31 

0.01 

0.93 

1.76 

0.07 

1.36 

0.01 

0.90 

1.04 

0.08 

4.90 

0.07 

1.50 

1.37 

0.07 

2.64 

0.06 

2.30 

1.79 

0.06 

1.21 

0.01 

1.01 

2.11 

0.09 

3.85 

0.00 

0.00 

3.33 

0.13 

3.48 

0.06 

1.77 

3.20 

0.03 

0.84 

0.01 

1.4!) 

2.91 

0.17 

2.02 

0.00 

0.00  | 

2.41 

0.07 

3.61 

0.08  i 

2.35 

1.57 

0.06 

3.69 

0.07 

2.05 

1.06 

0.03 

10.69 

0.12  ! 

1.17 

1.44 

0.05 

14.10 

0.1  l 

0.80 

2.05  i 

0.10 

5.40 

0.05 

0.93 

2.31 

0.18 

1.17 

0.02 

2.12 

1.52 

0.07 

0.96 

0.01 

1.28 

1.34 

0.02 

2.70 

0.01 

0.54  j 

0.59  | 

0.02 

6.44 

0.07 

1.14 

1.04  ; 

0.03 

2.94 

0.82  | 

0.83 

1.11 

0.03 

1.43 

1.45 

2.51 
1.84 
0.96 

1.52 
1.74 
1.88 
4.03 
4.65 


2.90 

1.19 

1.23 

1.28 

1.19 


0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 


0.00 

1.98 

0.53 

0.00 

0.1X1 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.31 

0.00 


0.00  0.1X) 

0.1X1  I 0.00 
0.00  0.00 
0.00  0.00 
0.00  0.1X1 


1.62 

1.98 

2.03 

1.35 

1.53 

1.43 

0.89 

0.76 

0.79 

0.46 


0.12 

0.10 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 


0.05 

0.06 

0.03 

0.02 

0.1X1 

0.01 

0.03 

0.01 

0.1X1 

0.01 


0.00 

0.1X1 

0.00 

0.1X1 

0.1X1 


O I- 

a s. 


Measles 


14.73 

9.85 

10.75 

17.50 

7.29 

9.70 

11.81 

10.20 

5.35 

3.40 


J3  - 

Q D. 


5.82 

4.19 

8.23 

5.35 

3.40 

4.65 

4.04 

1.15 

6.06 

3.03 


38.45 

4.45 

19.93 

19.99 

11.86 

14.32 

17.16 

10.12 

10.19 

15.26 


5.71 

3.69 

36.32 

0.31 

23.02 

1.07 

24.57 

7.76 

29.49 

0.52 


0.36 


1.21 

0.17 

0.66 

0.41 

0.33 

0.65 

0.95 

0.20 

1.25 

0.32 


0.24 

0.00 

2.17 

0.14 

0.59 

0.00 

0.46 

0.02 

1.02 

0.02 


I 


3.87  ; 25.09 
3.57  ! 1.48 


3.47 

4.1X1 

8.15 
4.91 
1.85 

4.16 
3.52 
3.29 


3.10 

3.26 

1.98 

2.02 

0.00 

0.95 

4.54 

1.63 

0.1X1 

2.70 


0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 


38.04 
3.95 
21.30 
13.41 
1 1 .25 
24.95 
1.21 
0.55 


28.99 

5.80 

12.23 

5.42 

27.09 

2.57 

12.15 

14.77 

6.63 

14.58 


1.96 

14.311 

7.27 

13.53 

10.16 


0.34 

0.00 

0.90 

0.00 

0.15 

0.03 

0.04 

0.13 

0.02 

0.00 


0.07 
0.02 
0.00 
0.0 1 
0.06 
0.02 
0.01 
0.00 
0.01 
0.1X1 


0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.1X1 

11.1X1 


Whooping 

Cough 


u 5 

og 


2.92 

2.73 


3.16 

3.89 

3.35 

2.07 

2.82 

4.58 

5.55 

1.119 

12.33 

2.13 


4.34 

0.00 

5.118 

2.33 

2.59 

0.00 

1.89 

0.31 

3.46 

4.64 


1.35 

0.00 

2.38 

0.00 

0.70 

0.27 

0.44 

0.54 

2.02 

0.00 


0.25 

0.44 

0.00 

0.25 

0.25 

1.05 

0.1(1 

0.0(1 

0.18 

0.00 


0.63 

0.01) 

0.18 

(1.00 

0.00 


4.54 

4.02 


3.87 
5.85 
4.12 
11.40 
4.22 
9.38 
0.72 
1 1 .43 
4.53 
2.36 


6.88 

0.62 

18.31 

0.41 

15.87 

6.83 

0.71 

5.24 
8.53 

6.25 


6.24 

3.97 

3.30 

11.14 

1.64 

13.37 

1.39 

13.03 

1.8!) 

7.95 


i 


11.07 

4.03 

1.17 

7.82 

5.95 

3.94 

6.31) 

6.86 

0.41) 

2.45 


8.85 

2.05 

5.41 

5.44 

4.37 


o 

as. 


0.58  13.25 
0.57  j 14.09 


I 


0.45 

0.42 

0.36 

0.63 

0.33 

0.73 

0.05 

0.80 

0.33 

0.16 


0.27 

0.00 

0.98 

0.02 

0.54 

0.39 

0.01 

0.01) 

0.51 

0.46 


0.18 

0.11 

0.06 

0.55 

0.06 

0.32 

0.01 

0.38 

0.02 

0.11 


0.18 

0.03 

0.53 

0.0!) 

0.10 

0.05 

0.01 

0.05 

0.00 

0.1X1 


11.76 

7.28 

8.88 

6.74 

7.92 

7.81 

7.01 

7.05 

7.47 

6.91 


3.97 

0.00 

5.36 

5.88 
3.45 

5.76 
1.72 

1.88 
6.06 
7.44 


2.92 
2.86 
1.90 
4.96 
3.81 
2.42 
0.89 

2.93 
1.2!) 
1.39 


1.70 

0.1)6 

4.5!) 

1.22 

1.83 

1.31 

0.20 

0.73 

0.00 

0.00 


0.01  , 0.14 
0.00  1 0.00 
0.01  | 0.24 
0.02  I 0.47 
0.00  11.00 


